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INTRODUCTION 


THE  CONTENTS  OF  THIS  BOOK 

In  most  school  systems  grade  nine  is  likely  to  be  the  last  year 
of  formal  instruction  in  spelling.  At  the  end  of  that  school 
year  students  should  have  mastered  the  skills  that  will  make 
them  proficient  in  spelling  correctly  any  word  they  write.  Such 
skills  imply  a  knowledge  of  both  the  sounds  and  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  words,  particularly  those  that  use  silent  letters,  and 
an  ability  to  use  the  dictionary  as  an  aid  to  skilful  writing. 
Basic  Spelling  for  High  School  Students,  therefore,  teaches 
these  skills  and  provides  plenty  of  practice  work  with  them. 
It  stresses  the  repetition  of  the  spelling  of  words  that  students 
use  in  their  own  writing,  and  it  guides  them  to  use  a  dictionary 
as  an  aid  to  both  pronunciation  and  spelling.  Each  of  the  thirty- 
five  lessons  in  the  book  contains  (1)  a  talk  to  the  students  about 
some  phase  of  spelling,  (2)  about  twenty  words  to  be  mastered 
weekly,  and  (3)  some  exercises  in  which  the  students  practise 
the  spelling  of  the  words. 

Talks  to  the  students  are  lessons  in  writing  words  correctly. 
The  student  reviews  all  the  spelling  methods  and  rules  that 
he  has  been  taught  in  the  elementary  grades.  He  continues  to 
consult  his  dictionary  and  to  use  it  as  a  tool  for  writing  and 
reading  intelligently.  The  use  of  the  hyphen,  the  apostrophe, 
and  capital  letters  in  spelling  are  all  included  in  the  lessons. 

Slightly  more  than  six  hundred  words  are  presented  in  the 
lessons.  Among  these  are  the  words  that  are  most  often  in¬ 
correctly  spelled.  Every  handbook  of  English  contains  a  list  of 
such  words  that  are,  through  carelessness  or  ignorance,  spelled 
incorrectly  by  students  in  both  high  schools  and  universities. 
Many  are  common  words  learned  in  the  elementary  school 
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grades,  some  are  plurals  and  derivatives  of  words  also  learned 
previously,  and  most  are  from  the  vocabulary  used  in  the 
written  work  of  the  grade  nine  school  year.  Words  in  this  last 
group  have  been  gleaned  from  the  actual  reports,  notes,  com¬ 
positions,  and  classroom  assignments  written  by  pupils  in 
Canadian  schools.  Other  sources  of  words  consulted  in  the 
preparation  of  this  speller  are: 

Rinsland :  A  Basic  Vocabulary  of  Elementary  School 
Children 

Chew :  Refresher  Speller 
Schonell :  The  Essential  Spelling  List 
The  Macmillan  Handbook  of  English 
McGraw-Hill :  Handbook  of  English 
Thomas  Clark  Pollock :  “Misspelling  in  the  Seventh  and 
Eighth  Grades”  (Teachers  Service  Bulletin  in 
English) 

“Practise  Correct  Spelling”  contains  exercises  on  the  words 
in  each  lesson.  Each  lesson  provides  opportunity  to  use  the 
words  in  meaningful  ways,  to  show  word  associations  that  are 
helpful  in  building  vocabulary,  to  make  use  of  the  dictionary, 
and  most  essentially,  to  make  the  student  familiar  with  the 
spelling  of  words  that  he  needs  to  use.  At  intervals  of  six 
lessons  a  review  is  provided.  The  reviews  are  intended  to  supply 
further  practice  with  the  most  difficult  or  most  commonly  mis¬ 
spelled  words  from  the  preceding  six  lessons. 
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USING  Tins  BOOK 


The  material  at  the  beginning  of  each  lesson  may  be  read  by 
the  class,  assigned  for  student  study,  or  used  as  a  basis  for 
student  discussion,  as  the  teacher  wishes.  Some  of  the  lessons, 
for  example  those  concerned  with  dictionary  skills,  will  need 
the  guidance  of  the  teacher  and  may  take  more  than  one  class¬ 
room  period  to  master.  A  skilful  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the 
dictionary  is  an  objective  worth  achieving  even  though  it  takes 
more  time  than  an  ordinary  weekly  spelling  lesson. 

The  words  in  each  lesson  should  be  thoroughly  studied  by 
writing  and  re-writing  and  by  becoming  thoroughly  familiar 
with  the  appearance  of  the  word  as  well  as  with  the  sounds  in 
it.  Students  who  master  easily  the  given  number  of  words  in 
each  lesson  can  do  extra  work  with  the  list  of  commonly  mis¬ 
spelled  words  at  the  beginning  of  the  book. 

In  the  section  of  each  lesson  named  “Practise  Correct  Spell¬ 
ing”,  the  questions  should  be  answered  in  writing  in  an  exercise 
book.  Students  should  write  complete  answers  to  the  ques¬ 
tions,  and  all  completion  exercises  should  be  done  by  writing 
the  whole  sentence. 

Since  everyone  has  his  own  spelling  problems,  students 
should  be  required  to  keep  their  personal  lists  of  spelling  dif¬ 
ficulties.  Any  word  that  a  student  misses  during  testing  and 
any  word  that  he  misspells  in  a  composition,  note,  report,  or 
examination  should  be  entered  in  the  list.  There  is  no  substitute 
for  this  individual  attention  to  the  student’s  own  spelling  needs. 

To  provide  further  for  individual  abilities  in  spelling,  the 
lessons  have  extra  exercises,  and  the  text  has  extra  lessons,  all 
of  which  may  prove  challenging  to  the  students  who  have  the 
capacity  to  do  more. 
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Following  is  a  list  of  words  that  are  often  misspelled.  Most 
of  them  you  have  learned  to  spell  in  earlier  grades,  and  some 
of  them  are  presented  again  in  the  lessons  of  this  book.  Because 
they  are  words  that  everyone  uses,  they  are  listed  here  in 
groups  of  ten  in  alphabetical  order  so  that  you  may  use  them 
for  review  or  for  testing  your  spelling  ability. 


absence 

afraid 

arguing 

badminton 

absurd 

agreeable 

argument 

banana 

accept 

all  right 

arrangement 

beautiful 

accidentally 

already 

artificial 

because 

ache 

among 

athlete 

before 

acquaint 

amount 

athletic 

beginning 

acquire 

angle 

athletics 

believe 

across 

annual 

author 

bicycle 

address 

appreciate 

auxiliary 

bigger 

affect 

aren’t 

available 

biscuit 

bisect 

certain 

column 

consider 

boundary 

character 

coming 

convenience 

brilliant 

cheque 

commission 

conveniences 

burglar 

children 

committee 

cord 

business 

chimney  . 

complete 

corner 

calendar 

choice 

completely 

cozy 

candle 

choking 

complexion 

deceived 

captain 

chord 

conquered 

decided 

carriage 

Christmas 

conscience 

decision 

ceiling 

college 

conscious 

definite 

vm 


delicious 

disappear 

depth 

disappointed 

describe 

disease 

description 

does 

develop 

doesn't 

devoted 

during 

diary 

earlier 

difference 

early 

different 

eighth 

direction 

eighty 

further 

huge 

government 

hurricane 

grammar 

hurrying 

great 

independent 

growth 

Indian 

guess 

interest 

happily 

interesting 

height 

interfere 

heroes 

isn't 

hoping 

its — it's 

mortgage 

ninety 

mostly 

ninth 

mountain 

noticeable 

mountainous 

noticing 

mystery 

oblige 

naturally 

occasion 

necessary 

occur 

neither 

of— off 

niece 

official 

nineteen 

officially 

emphasize 

familiar 

employed 

February 

employees 

finally 

employer 

first 

enjoyable 

foreigner 

equipped 

foremost 

excellent 

forty 

except 

four 

exciting 

freedom 

experience 

friend 

judgment 

lovable 

knack 

luckily 

knob 

luxuries 

know 

magazine 

lantern 

magnificent 

library 

maybe 

lightning 

medicine 

loose 

merely 

lose 

messenger 

losing 

mischievous 

opinion 

permitted 

opportunity 

physical 

originated 

piece 

our 

pierce 

paid 

planning 

passengers 

pleasant 

pattern 

police 

peace 

poplar 

peaceful 

popular 

peculiar 

position 
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practically 

quiet 

prairie 

quite 

principal 

realize 

principle 

receive 

privilege 

recent 

probably 

recognize 

proceeded 

recommend 

prominent 

referred 

quantities 

relief 

quarrel 

relieve 

religious 

scene 

remembrance 

secretary 

restaurant 

sensible 

rhyme 

separate 

rhythm 

separately 

riding 

shiny 

safely 

shoulder 

safety 

silence 

Santa  Claus 

similar 

scattered 

sincerely 

smoothly 

stories 

therefore 

until 

society 

strength 

thorough 

unusual 

soldier 

striking 

thoroughly 

using 

solemn 

studying 

thought 

usual 

soothe 

successful 

threw 

usually 

species 

suggest 

through 

vicinity 

speech 

suggestion 

throughout 

village 

startled 

taking 

to — too — two 

visible 

stitches 

temperature 

trial 

volleyball 

stopped 

their — there 
— they’re 

trying 

wagon 

waist 

whispering 

waltz 

wield 

washed 

wonder 

wasn’t 

wonderful 

waste 

writer 

wealthy 

writing 

weather 

written 

weird 

yield 

where 

your — you’re 

whisper 

yours 
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1.  SPELLING:  DOES  IT  MATTER? 


Spelling  is  a  skill  that  belongs  to  writing,  and  every  school 
student  does  a  great  deal  of  writing.  You  make  notes  when 
you  study,  you  write  compositions  in  your  language  class, 
you  write  letters,  you  write  many  examination  papers,  and  in 
all  of  these  tasks  the  ability  to  spell  correctly  is  essential. 

The  most  noticeable  type  of  error  in  writing  is  the  spelling 
mistake.  While  proper  punctuation  is  important  in  any  sen¬ 
tence,  an  error  in  punctuation  is  not  so  serious  as  an  error 
in  spelling.  A  person  who  consistently  makes  spelling  mistakes 
shows  that  he  is  not  properly  educated.  A  person  may  have 
many  valuable  ideas  to  express,  but  unless  he  can  spell  the 
words  he  uses,  his  views  will  not  be  taken  seriously.  We  must 
be  careful  to  make  sure  that  our  lives  are  not  hampered  by  an 
inability  to  spell  correctly. 

A  full  knowledge  of  the  meaning  of  the  words  we  use  and 
their  correct  use  is  the  greatest  aid  to  correct  spelling.  We 
must  become  as  familiar  with  the  words  in  common  use  as  we 
are  with  our  own  names.  Each  word  is  important,  for  each  has 
its  own  proper  job  to  perform  in  the  expression  of  our  ideas. 
We  may  find  some  words  difficult  to  spell,  but  if  we  keep  a  list 
of  these  and  take  the  trouble  to  find  out  why  we  make  these 
errors,  we  will  soon  overcome  our  difficulties. 


familiar 

hazard 

sentinel 

awkward 

medicine 

certificate 

royalty 

curiosity 

acquire 

restaurant 

murmur 

opportunity 

chosen 

surprise 

challenge 

fawn 

probably 

scissors 

raccoon 
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Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  the  names  of  three  restaurants  with  which  you  are 
familiar;  or,  if  you  prefer,  invent  three  names,  using  the 
word  restaurant  in  each.  Do  not  forget  to  use  capital  letters. 

2.  From  the  spelling  list,  write  the  word  beginning  with  a 
hard  c. 

Write  the  word  beginning  with  a  soft  c. 

Write  the  word  in  which  double  c  sounds  like  k. 

Write  two  words  in  which  c  is  silent. 

3.  Write  the  three  nouns  ending  in  -ty  or  -ity. 

These  words  are  all  formed  from  adjectives.  Write  the 
adjectives. 

By  the  same  method  make  nouns  from  the  following  adjec¬ 
tives  :  familiar,  hostile,  moral. 

4.  In  your  notebook,  write  the  following  exercise,  and  fill  in 
the  blanks  under  the  outline  and  in  the  sentences  following 
with  the  appropriate  part  of  the  verb  choose. 

Present  Tense  Past  T ense 


Present  Participle  Past  Participle 


(a)  I  shall  help  you  to - the  colours. 

(b)  We  spent  the  morning - prizes  for  the  party. 

5.  In  your  exercise  book,  complete  the  quotation  by  adding 
-ing  to  one  of  your  words. 

“This  is  the  forest  primeval,  the  -  pines  and  the 

hemlocks.” 

6.  Write  the  names  of  two  animals  you  may  see  in  a  wild-life 
park. 

For  Extra  Practice 

7.  Write  complete  sentences  to  answer  the  following  questions : 

(a)  What  grade  will  you  probably  be  in  next  year  ? 

(b)  What  is  the  greatest  hazard  on  our  highways  ? 

(c)  What  do  you  think  of  as  a  pleasant  surprise  ? 
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8.  Consult  your  dictionary  for  synonyms  of  acquire. 

Substitute  one  of  them  in  the  following  sentence,  writing 
it  in  your  exercise  book : 

His  ambition  is  to  acquire  a  college  degree. 

9.  In  your  notebook,  write  the  words  from  the  list  which 
answer  the  following  questions : 

(a)  What  might  be  a  familiar  object  outside  a  castle? 

(b)  What  science  is  still  searching  for  a  cure  for  cancer? 

(c)  What  causes  a  person  to  ask  questions  ? 

(d)  Where  do  we  eat  when  we  are  away  from  home  ? 

(e)  How  might  we  describe  a  careless  driver  in  heavy 
traffic? 

(f )  What  does  the  tailor  use  to  cut  cloth  ? 
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2.  HANDWRITING  AND  SPELLING 


Words  should  not  only  be  spelled  correctly,  but  they  should 
also  be  written  clearly.  Whether  you  are  writing  notes  for 
your  own  benefit,  or  writing  to  a  friend,  or  for  a  teacher,  your 
writing  should  be  legible.  It  is  a  mark  of  your  respect  for  the 
reader  and  for  the  language  you  use.  It  should  be  a  pleasure 
to  read  what  has  been  written. 

Certain  letters  are  pitfalls  in  penmanship.  But  if  you  are 
aware  of  these  and  form  your  letters  carefully,  you  will 
improve  both  your  handwriting  and  your  spelling.  Be  careful 
with  i  and  e ;  a  loop  on  an  i  makes  it  look  like  e>  and  omitting 
the  loop  from  the  e  makes  it  look  like  i.  Your  o' s  and  a's  should 
not  look  alike ;  see  that  a  has  a  tail  on  the  bottom  and  o  has  its 
tail  on  the  top.  Watch  the  sizes  of  your  letters :  your  e's  should 
be  shorter  than  your  l's.  See  that  you  dot  the  i  above  the  letter 
and  cross  the  t  on  the  letter,  not  in  front  of  or  behind  it.  An 
n  should  not  look  like  u\  nor  should  u  look  like  v.  Be  equally 
careful  with  m  and  w  so  that  they  do  not  look  alike. 

Above  all,  do  not  embellish  your  writing  with  unnecessary 
flourishes.  While  you  are  forming  your  letters  carefully,  you 
will  have  time  to  spell  with  greater  care.  Use  these  suggestions 
as  you  do  this  week’s  practice  of  correct  spelling. 


fulfil 

nuisance 

inflammable 

rebellion 

themselves 

entertaining 

no  one 

receipt 

business 

available 

broadly 

valleys 

volley 

fancied 

myself 

battlements 

value 

religious 
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Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Re-write  the  words  in  your  spelling  list  in  alphabetical  order. 
Take  care  in  the  formation  of  each  letter. 

2.  Find  synonyms  in  your  word  list  for  the  following:  accom¬ 
plish,  imagined,  widely,  annoyance,  worth,  finance,  sacred, 
nobody,  me. 

3.  Write  the  words  business  and  nuisance.  Note  the  positions 
of  u  and  i  in  each  word.  Note  that  an  earlier  form  of  business 
was  busyness.  How  has  the  meaning  changed? 

4.  (a)  Write  valley,  valleys. 

(b)  What  does  volley  mean  ?  Give  two  different  uses  of  the 
word. 

Use  the  word  in  an  interesting  sentence. 

5.  Re-write  these  sentences  using  one  word  from  the  list 
instead  of  the  phrase  in  heavy  type. 

(a)  Tickets  for  the  concert  are  no  longer  to  be  obtained. 

(b)  Coal  is  another  substance  that  ignites  readily. 

(c)  The  story  was  full  of  amusing  incidents. 

(d)  Students  took  part  in  the  uprising. 

6.  Write  the  three  pronouns  in  the  word  list. 

Copy  this  sentence,  inserting  the  three  pronouns  in  the 
blanks : 

I  had  told  the  children - that  they  should  behave - , 

but - listened  to  me. 

For  Extra  Practice 

7.  Which  word  of  the  three  in  brackets  most  clearly  matches 
the  meaning  of  the  first  word?  Write  the  words  in  pairs, 
fulfil:  (fill  up,  achieve,  overflow). 

value :  (price,  cost,  worth) . 
battlements :  (weapons,  parapets,  quarrels) . 
volley:  (musket,  cannon,  firing), 
fancied :  (pretended,  imagined,  dressed) . 

8.  Use  each  of  these  words  formed  from  value  to  show  that 
you  know  what  they  mean:  valuable,  valueless,  invaluable. 
What  other  words  can  you  form  from  the  stem  value? 
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3.  USING  THE  DICTIONARY 


Of  all  your  school  books  the  one  you  will  use  most  frequently 
throughout  all  your  studies  is  your  dictionary.  In  years  ahead 
when  you  find  no  further  use  for  many  of  your  school  books, 
you  will  continue  to  use  your  dictionary.  For  this  reason  you 
should  form  good  dictionary  habits  now  so  that  you  can  locate 
words  quickly  and  find  all  the  information  that  you  need 
concerning  them. 

How  quickly  can  you  find  a  word  in  your  dictionary?  Has 
your  dictionary  a  thumb  index?  Do  you  use  it?  Do  you  keep 
your  eyes  on  the  guide  words  at  the  top  of  each  page? 

When  you  are  looking  for  the  meaning  of  a  word,  can  you 
find  the  one  you  need?  Many  words  have  not  one  but  several 
meanings,  all  of  which  are  given  in  your  dictionary.  You  must 
glance  at  enough  of  these  meanings  to  find  the  one  referring 
to  the  material  you  are  reading. 

You  will  find  many  different  uses  for  your  dictionary.  Besides 
its  importance  as  a  source  of  word-meanings,  it  is  very  fre¬ 
quently  used  as  a  check  for  correct  spelling.  Occasionally  there 
may  be  more  than  one  correct  way  to  spell  a  word.  Whenever 
you  are  in  doubt  consult  your  dictionary.  The  dictionary  will 
help  you  to  discover  the  spelling  of  plurals  and  the  principal 
parts  of  verbs.  It  will  help  you  to  decide  whether  a  word  belongs 
to  standard  rather  than  colloquial  (Colloq.)  usage.  It  will  give 
you  synonyms  of  words.  Through  your  study  of  the  diction¬ 
ary  you  will  expand  your  vocabulary  and  gain  variety  of 
expression. 

As  you  consult  your  dictionary,  you  will  find  that  it  often 
contains  much  interesting  and  useful  information.  For  instance, 
some  dictionaries,  in  addition  to  its  meaning,  give  the  origin 
of  a  word.  An  example  of  this  is  the  word  sandwich  (Perh.  F. 
Earl  of  S.  is  said  to  have  eaten  slices  of  bread  and  toast  while 
gaming  for  24  hours.) 

Look  in  an  encyclopedia  for  further  information  about  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich  and  then  write  an  account  of  the  origin  of 
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the  word  sandwich.  Similarly,  look  up  boycott,  and  write  a 
short  description  of  its  source. 


Practise  Using  Your  Dictionary 

1.  Consult  your  dictionary  to  find  meanings  of  words  in  each 
of  the  following  contexts : 

homely :  to  describe  food  galley :  to  apply  to  printing 
spoil :  to  apply  to  war  crane :  to  apply  to  mechanics 

jig:  to  interpret  “the  squid- jigging  ground” 
profession :  to  interpret  “a  profession  of  friendship” 

2.  Find  two  synonyms  for  each  of  these  words:  ( n .  noun; 
v.  verb;  adj.  adjective) 

crowd,  n. ;  desire,  v. ;  elastic,  adj. ; 

error,  n. ;  join,  v. ;  faithful,  adj. 

3.  Consult  your  dictionary  to  see  whether  these  words  are 
spelled  correctly:  picnicking,  exagerated,  pronounciation, 
tradgedy,  villain,  alright,  changeable,  accommodate.  Write 
each  correctly. 

4.  Find  the  plurals  of  these  words.  If  the  word  has  more  than 
one  plural,  write  both : 

canary,  piano,  soprano,  specimen,  index,  handkerchief. 


For  Extra  Practice 

5.  Use  your  dictionary  and  the  encyclopedia  to  find  the  origin 
of  these  words,  each  of  which  has  an  interesting  story 
connected  with  its  coming  into  general  use  in  our  language : 

holiday,  dollar,  tawdry,  bedlam. 

6.  Using  as  many  words  as  you  can  from  your  spelling  lessons, 
write  the  story  of  one  of  the  words  in  Exercise  5. 
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4.  THE  DICTIONARY  KEY 
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One  of  the  most  valuable  uses  of  your  dictionary  is  to  find 
the  correct  pronunciation  of  words.  But  this  storehouse  of 
information  will  be  open  to  you  only  if  you  learn  to  use  the 
dictionary  key.  The  key  is  simply  a  set  of  familiar,  short  words, 
each  of  which  contains  a  sound  that  you  will  be  able  to  recog¬ 
nize  in  the  word  you  are  trying  to  pronounce.  Each  dictionary 
has  its  own  set  of  symbols,  and  you  should  learn  to  use  the 
key  in  the  dictionary  that  you  consult  most  often. 

Consult  your  dictionary  key  now,  and  you  will  notice  that, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  you  do  not  need  key-words  to  show 
you  how  to  pronounce  the  consonants :  c  is  always  represented  in 
pronunciations  by  k  or  s  to  indicate  hard  or  soft  sounds ;  neither 
q  nor  x  is  used  in  the  key,  for  both  letters  have  sounds  related 
to  the  consonant  k ;  when  th  is  a  breathed  sound,  it  is  indicated 
by  th ;  when  it  is  a  voiced  sound,  it  is  indicated  by  Every 
other  consonant  has  one  consonant  sound. 

But  the  vowels  are  a  different  matter;  there  are  so  few  of 
them  that  each  has  to  represent  several  different  vowel  sounds. 
That  is  why  you  see  each  of  them  repeated  several  times  in 
your  key,  and  each  time  a  different  mark  or  symbol  is  used 
on  top  of  the  letter.  These  symbols  are  called  diacritics.  Many 
dictionaries  use  a  key  such  as  the  following  one : 


ale 

a 

eve 

e 

old 

o 

cube 

u 

chaotic 

a 

event 

a. 

e 

obey 

6 

unite 

Jm 

u 

care 

a 

end 

V 

e 

orb 

6 

urn 

add 

a 

maker 

e 

odd 

V 

o 

up 

V 

u 

arm 

a 

ice 

I 

oil 

oi 

ah 

d 

ill 

w 

l 

food 

do 

sofa 

d 

foot 

oo 

out 

ou 

Many  dictionaries  use  the  symbol  3  to  indicate  a  vowel  sound  that  is  not  clearly 
distinguishable;  such  as  sofa,  maker,  connect,  circus. 
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To  use  the  key,  say  the  key-word;  then  say  the  sound. 

Now  consult  the  pronunciation  of  any  word  in  the  body  of 

your  dictionary.  You  should  notice  three  things ; 

(1)  The  word  is  divided  into  syllables  for  accurate  pronun¬ 
ciation. 

(2)  Each  vowel  sound  is  marked  with  symbols  from  the  key. 

(3)  One  of  these  syllables  is  accented;  another  syllable  may 
have  a  secondary  accent  if  the  word  has  more  than  three 
syllables. 

When  you  try  to  pronounce  a  word,  note  all  three  pronun¬ 
ciation  helps  in  that  order.  Suppose  you  have  consulted  your 

Webster  for  necromancy  (n£k'  •  ro  •  man'  •  si) 

(1)  Note  four  syllables. 

(2)  Pronounce  each  syllable  using  the  key-words  to  say  the 
vowel  sounds. 

(3)  Pronounce  the  word  again,  putting  most  stress  on  nek, 
a  little  stress  on  m&n  and  none  on  the  other  two  syllables. 
Be  sure  to  repeat  the  word  until  you  can  say  it  quickly. 


Practise  Using  Your  Dictionary 

1.  Find  the  pronunciations  of  these  words  in  your  dictionary. 
Copy  the  word  and  its  pronunciation  into  your  notebook 
and  practise  saying  it,  using  three  steps  in  pronunciation. 

dictionary  italics  abbreviations  accent 

encyclopedia  preface  phonetic 

diacritics  pronunciation  inflexion 

2.  (a)  Copy  from  your  key  the  symbol  that  indicates  each  of 

the  following  sounds: 

hat,  round,  through,  there,  fine,  hear,  omit,  divide, 
tune,  fence. 

(b)  Check  the  words  in  your  dictionary  to  see  whether  your 
symbols  are  correct. 
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5.  SPELLING  RULE  REVIEW:  ie  and  ei 


This  lesson  is  called  a  review  because  by  this  time  you  have 
noticed  many  words  containing  an  ie  or  ei  syllable  and  have 
perhaps  learned  to  spell  them.  Here  for  your  review  is  the 
very  useful  rule  to  guide  you  in  spelling  words  that  sound  like  e. 


i  before  e 
except  after  c 
or  when  sounded  like  a 
as  in  neighbour  and  weigh 


a 


If  the  ie  (ei)  words  give  you  trouble,  be  sure  to  remember  that 
rule  and  use  it.  Eventually  you  will  be  able  to  discard  the 
rule  because  you  will  be  quite  familiar  with  the  spellings  of  the 
words. 

Next,  you  must  learn  that  some  words  do  not  follow  the  rule. 
Since  there  are  only  a  few  of  them,  you  should  know  them  and 
their  spellings:  seize,  weird,  leisure,  financier,  species,  neither 
and  either.  Do  not  confuse  siege  and  seize :  the  first  one  follows 
the  rule  (i  before  e) ;  the  second  one  does  not  (e  before  i) . 


"receive 

receiver 

-friendship 

weird 

seize 

-  siege 

leisure 

financier 

species 

*  relief 

-relieve 

^  belief 

-  believe 

ceiling 

-  niece 

-  piece 

their 

theirs 

-  fiery 

-  achieve 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Under  two  columns  headed  (1)  i  before  e,  (2)  e  before  i, 
place  all  the  words  in  the  list  correctly.  Beside  any  words 
that  do  not  follow  the  rule  mark  Ex.  for  exception. 
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2.  Use  their,  they’re,  there  correctly  in  the  following  sentence : 

- going  to  leave - coats - . 

3.  Which  word  means  the  person  who  receives  a  message  ? 
Which  word  means  the  ear  phone  of  the  telephone? 

4.  Find  and  write  antonyms  for  the  following  words: 

give,  enmity,  work,  calm. 

5.  Find  and  write  synonyms  for  the  following : 

accomplish,  grasp,  kind,  ghostly. 

6.  If  you  had  a  married  sister,  what  relation  would  her 
daughter  be  to  you  ?  Write  the  word. 

For  Extra  Practice 

7.  In  Shakespeare’s  play  Macbeth  are  three  unearthly  crea¬ 

tures  who  look  like  witches.  Find  the  word  to  complete  this 
description  of  them,  “The - sisters.” 

8.  Someone  said,  “To  make  a  friend,  you  must  be  one.”  Write 
all  the  words  you  can  think  of  that  are  related  to  friend. 

9.  Which  word  is  related  to  finance? 

10.  Which  noun  is  related  to  relieve?  What  does  it  mean? 
Which  noun  is  related  to  believe?  Use  it  in  a  sentence. 
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THE  VOCABULARY  OF  LANGUAGE 
AND  LITERATURE 


V  '  •  -  V 


Your  word  list  contains  twenty-four  words  that  you  use 
frequently  in  your  writing  about  English  language  and  litera¬ 
ture.  Here  are  some  brief  phrases  which  give  approximate 
meanings  for  words  in  your  list.  Pair  each  word  with  the 
appropriate  phrase. 

1.  of  unknown  name 

2.  one  who  composes  or  writes  something 

3.  the  letters  of  a  language  arranged  in  the  set  order 

4.  an  adjective  form  of  the  verb 

5.  a  unit  of  writing  about  one  topic 

6.  chief 

7.  a  word  matching  another  in  sound 

8.  a  picture  in  words 

9.  the  highest  point  of  interest 

10.  the  study  of  how  words  are  used  in  a  language 

11.  a  word  that  takes  the  place  of  a  noun 

12.  a  word  used  to  join  other  words 

13.  vocal  expression  of  thoughts  in  words 

14.  the  way  in  which  the  sound  of  words  is  uttered 

15.  regular  recurrence  of  an  accent  in  poetry 

16.  the  beginning  of  a  composition 

17.  an  expression  of  surprise,  fear,  pain,  or  the  like 

18.  pertaining  to  the  subject  of  a  sentence 

19.  one  who  writes 

20.  something  enjoyed,  shared,  or  lived  through 

21.  showing  ownership 

22.  arousing  interest  or  curiosity 

23.  an  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  a  word 

24.  a  word  showing  the  relation  of  a  noun  or  pronoun  to  some 
other  word  in  the  sentence 
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pronunciation 

principal 

nominative 

possessive 

participle 

paragraph 

grammar 

pronoun 

definition 

conjunction 

exclamation 

preposition 

alphabet 

speech 

author 

writer 

introduction 

experience 

description 

rhythm 

anonymous 

climax 

interesting 

rhyme 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  the  following  sentences,  completing  them  with  words 
from  this  lesson : 

The - ,  Farley  Mowat,  is  a - of  wide - in  the 

Arctic.  His  book  contains  an - of  the  hardships 

endured  by  the  Eskimo  people  in  their  search  for  food. 

2.  Distinguish  carefully  between  principal  and  principle. 
Which  do  you  use  in  these  expressions?  Write  your  answers. 

a - clause  the - of  a  school 

a  man  of  good -  the - idea  in  the  poem 

The  law  is  known  as  Archimedes’ - . 

3.  Write  the  word  pronunciation.  Divide  it  into  syllables. 
Copy  from  your  dictionary  the  correct  pronunciation  of 
pronunciation.  Notice  the  second  syllable.  Although  the 
word  is  formed  from  pronounce,  the  second  syllable  is  not 

-noun-. 

4.  Write  the  words  introduction,  exclamation,  description. 
Write  the  verbs  from  which  these  words  were  formed. 

For  Extra  Practice 

5.  Write  the  word  alphabet.  You  have  probably  heard  the  terms 
alpha  and  beta?  These  are  the  first  two  letters  of  the  Greek 
alphabet.  Arrange  all  the  words  beginning  with  p  in 
alphabetical  order. 

6.  Write  the  words  rhyme  and  rhythm.  Notice  that  the  h  at 
the  beginning  of  both  words  is  silent. 


13 


REVIEW:  Lessons  1-6 


I.  Read  the  following  paragraph.  When  it  is  dictated,  be 
careful  to  spell  all  the  words  correctly. 

Many  accidents  happen  in  our  homes  because  we  do 
not  use  care.  Do  we  put  medicine,  scissors,  etc.,  in  safe 
places?  Since  inflammable  things  can  be  a  hazard,  do  we 
keep  them  away  from  heat?  If  we  believe  that  it  is  our 
business  to  be  careful,  there  should  be  fewer  accidents. 


The  following  words 

are  from  your  previous  spelling 

lessons ;  pronounce  each  word  and  then  write  it  in  ordinary 

spelling : 

a  chev' 

jag'  ed 

biz'  nls 

le'  zher 

k(?n  tin'  u  us 

nes 

ek  sit'  mg 

ra  koon' 

siz'  erz 

sej 

FUN  WITH  WORDS : 

Anagrams 

The  letters  in  each  of  the  sets  of  words  below  can  be  re¬ 
arranged  to  form  one  word.  Each  word  is  a  review  word 
from  the  first  six  lessons.  Try  to  find  the  word. 

Example :  OUR  HAT  is  author. 

STING  IN  TREE 

TAXI  ON  CAMEL 

EVIL  BEE 

TEN  LINES 

TO  PROP  UNITY 

CASUE  INN 

HEEL  CLANG 

RE  THIS 

NICE  DIME 

RUN  IN  PANIC  TOO 
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7.  SPELLING  WORDS  WITH  SILENT  e 


Have  you  ever  noticed  that  a  great  many  words  in  our 
language  end  in  e?  From  the  preceding  sentence  you  can 
observe  have,  notice,  language.  The  following  is  a  sentence 
composed  entirely  of  words  ending  in  e.  These  serve  the  same 
purpose. 

Such  an  e  is  called  silent;  but  even  though  it  has  no  sound 
of  its  own,  it  cannot  be  left  off  without  changing  the  sound 
of  the  rest  of  the  word.  Leave  the  e  off  these  words  and  notice 
what  sound  is  left:  hate,  care,  note,  made,  slide.  Notice  that 
with  the  e  you  say  a  long  vowel  sound  and  without  it  you 
say  a  short  one. 

Pronounce  all  the  following  words  and  note  the  long  and 
short  vowels: 

Words  with  silent  e  Words  without  silent  e 

long  vowel  short  vowel 


hate,  mate,  fate,  rate 

(a) 

hat,  mat,  fat,  rat 

(a) 

note,  dote,  rote,  tote 

(o) 

not,  dot,  rot,  tot 

(b) 

slide,  ride,  bide,  hide 

(I) 

slid,  rid,  bid,  hid 

(i) 

cube,  dune,  cute,  tune 

(u) 

cub,  dun,  cut,  tun 

(u) 

Now  you  have  observed  that  a  final  e  makes  the  vowel  sound 
before  it  long. 

Any  ending  beginning  with  a  vowel  serves  the  same  purpose. 
Endings  like  -ed,  -ing  and  -able  make  the  preceding  vowel  long; 
thus  the  final  -e  is  no  longer  needed  and  is  dropped:  hate, 
hating;  note,  notable;  tune,  tuned.  But  if  the  ending  begins 
with  a  consonant  as  in  -less,  -ful,  and  -ly,  the  e  must  be  kept 
to  preserve  the  long  vowel  sound:  hate,  hateful;  tune,  tuneless; 
live,  lively. 

Be  careful,  then,  to  use  this  rule :  words  ending  in  a  silent  -e 
drop  the  -e  before  endings  beginning  with  a  vowel  and  keep 
the  -e  before  endings  beginning  with  a  consonant. 
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Truly,  argument,  and  mileage  are  exceptions  to  the  final  -e 
rules.  You  should  learn  the  spelling  of  these  words. 

Besides  lengthening  the  preceding  vowel  a  final  e  sometimes 
serves  another  purpose:  it  softens  a  consonant.  Service  and 
notice  have  a  soft  c  (s)  because  an  e  follows;  manage  and 
courage  have  a  soft  g  (j)  because  an  e  follows.  These  sounds  are 
also  usually  soft  when  i  or  y  follow  (managing,  servicing,  an¬ 
alogy),  but  hard  when  followed  by  a  or  o  (analogous).  Thus 
if  you  add  -able  or  -ous  to  words  ending  in  -ce  or  -ge  and  wish 
to  keep  the  consonant  soft,  you  must  retain  the  -e :  courageous, 
manageable. 


argument 

advancing 

serviceable 

careful 

careless 

lively 

courageous 

carelessness 

challenging 

taking 

continuous 

dining-room 

shining 

lonely 

lovely 

exciting 

using 

foremost 

truly 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Re-write  the  following  sentences,  substituting  words  from 
your  list  for  the  expressions  in  heavy  type: 

(a)  The  cloth  in  this  suit  is  of  a  kind  that  will  wear  well. 

(b)  Accidents  are  often  caused  by  inattention. 

(c)  Yours  sincerely. 

(d)  The  story  of  Dieppe  is  full  of  brave  acts. 

(e)  Jim  escorted  Mary  into  the  room  where  meals  are  eaten. 

2.  Add  -ing  to  each  of  the  following  words:  advance,  take, 
challenge,  dine,  shine,  love,  excite,  use. 

3.  Add  -ous  to  each  of  the  following  words :  courage,  continue. 

4.  Add  -ly  to  each  of  the  following  words :  live,  lone,  love,  true. 

5.  In  your  word  list  find  synonyms  for: 
heedless,  debate,  first,  vigorous. 

6.  In  your  word  list  find  antonyms  for : 

dull,  cowardly,  cautious,  thoughtless,  retreating,  flimsy. 
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For  Extra  Practice 

1.  Write  as  many  words  as  you  can  form  by  adding  suffixes  to 
care.  (Use  -s,  -ed,  -ing,  -ful,  etc.) 

8.  Write  the  following  sentences  changing  the  verb  to  a  form 
ending  in  -ing: 

(a)  His  armour  shone  in  the  sunlight. 

(b)  Another  warrior  advanced  toward  the  arena. 

(c)  He  challenged  the  winner  to  cross  swords  with  him. 


8.  THE  VOCABULARY  OF  SCIENCES 


Your  word  list  for  this  lesson  contains  twenty-four  words 
that  you  frequently  use  when  writing  reports  in  general  science 
and  health. 

Copy  the  following  sentences,  inserting  words  from  your  list : 

1.  The  sounds  made  by  most  insects  are  caused  by  the  rapid 
- of  their  wings. 

2.  One  does  not  hear  thunder  until  five  seconds  after  one  has 

seen  the  flash  of - that  caused  it. 

3.  Have  you  proved  by - that  metals  expand  when  heated  ? 

4.  Young  scientists  often  spend  many  hours  after  school  in 

the - . 

5.  We  use  a - to  experiment  with  light  and  colour. 

6.  - produces  heat,  light,  and  power.  What  would  we  do 

without  it  in  our  homes  ? 

7.  If  the -  of  a  room  is  hot,  the  air  becomes  very  dry. 

8.  A  doctor  uses  -  pictures  to  find  out  whether  a  bone 

has  been  fractured. 

9.  Wires  that  are  not  properly  insulated  will  cause  a  short 


10.  Among  the  exhibits  John  saw  a - of  copper  ore. 

11.  Our  teacher  helped  us  to  make  an - of  the  plant. 
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is  bright  red,  but  from  the 


12.  Blood  from  the 


it  is 


of  a  darker  colour. 

13.  Many  diseases  are  caused  by  the  increase  of - in  the 

body. 

14.  Regular  exercise  helps  to  train  our - . 

15.  White - in  the  blood  help  to  protect  the  body  against 

bacteria. 


vibration 

lightning 

nutrition 

bacteria 

temperature 

absorption 

artery 

prism 

analysis 

posture 

corpuscles 

experiment 

muscles 

exercise 

X-ray 

cavity 

balloon 

circuit 

laboratory 

vein 

electricity 

specimen 

circulation 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  The  noun  vibration  is  related  to  the  verb  vibrate. 

Find  nouns  related  to  the  verbs  absorb  and  circulate. 

2.  (a)  Write  the  plurals  of : 

prism,  X-ray,  laboratory,  artery,  muscle,  corpuscle. 

'(b)  Complete  these  sentences  with  plural  nouns : 

Our - need  regular  exercise. 

The  blood  has  more  red - than  white - . 

3.  Do  not  confuse  the  plural  of  specimen  with  the  word  men. 
Men  is  a  plural  noun;  specimen  is  a  singular  noun.  Form 
the  plural  of  specimen  as  you  do  any  ordinary  noun.  Write 
the  singular  and  plural  forms  of  specimen  in  these  sentences : 

Each  of  us  has  to  find  a  different - of  grass. 

The  exhibit  near  the  door  has  many  fine - of  amethyst. 

4.  Write  the  sentence:  The  balloon  made  a  loud  noise  as  it 
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burst.  Notice  that  the  first  syllable  of  balloon  is  spelled  like 
ball.  Write  another  sentence  containing  the  word  balloon. 

5.  Divide  the  word  lightning  into  syllables.  Pronounce  it.  Do 
not  write  lightening  unless  you  mean  that  you  are  making 
something  less  heavy:  We  can  help  our  fellow  man  by 
lightening  his  burden. 

For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Arrange  in  alphabetical  order  all  the  words  in  your  list 
that  follow  laboratory  in  the  dictionary. 

7.  The  word  analysis  has  a  very  unusual  plural :  drop  the  is  and 
add  es  to  form  analyses. 

The  words  basis,  thesis,  and  crisis  form  their  plurals  in  the 
same  manner. 

Write  the  plurals  of  these  three  words. 

Consult  your  dictionary  to  find  the  pronunciations  of  these 
three  plurals. 
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9.  DOUBLING  THE  FINAL  CONSONANT— Part  I 

■  *;  ■  .....  -  .  •  ,:V  •  ;  *-  ,  .  -  '?■  - 


Words  of  one  syllable  that  end  with  one  consonant  preceded 
by  one  vowel  double  the  consonant  before  adding  an  ending 
beginning  with  a  vowel.  If  you  wish  to  indicate  that  a  person 
was  frightened  would  you  write,  “He  was  scared”  or  “He  was 
scarred”?  Words  such  as  these  are  troublesome  to  spell  unless 
you  remember  and  practise  the  rule  for  doubling  the  consonant. 

Look  at  the  endings  of  the  words  in  these  three  columns: 


One  vowel  and 

Two  vowels  and 

One  vowel  and 

one  consonant 

one  consonant 

two  consonants 

sad 

seal 

talk 

man 

boil 

assert 

fit 

maim 

descend 

drip 

droop 

part 

You  will  notice  that  only  the  words  in  the  first  column  have  a 
single  vowel  followed  by  a  single  consonant,  and  that  these 
vowels  are  short.  Pronounce  them  so  that  you  will  notice  the 
short  vowel  sound.  Adding  a  suffix  beginning  with  a  vowel 
(-ing,  -ed)  to  these  words  lengthens  the  vowel;  so  the  con¬ 
sonant  is  doubled  to  make  the  word  keep  its  short  vowel  sound. 
Pronounce  the  following  words,  and  notice  that  the  vowel 
remains  short  in  sound:  sadder,  dripping,  manned,  fitted. 

If  we  add  another  consonant  to  these  words,  by  using  endings 
like  -ful,  -ly,  -less,  there  is  no  need  to  double:  sadly,  dripless, 
manly,  fitful. 

When  persons  write  shinning  for  shining  and  comming  for 
coming,  they  are  confusing  two  spelling  rules,  for  both  shine 
and  come  end  in  silent  -e.  When  the  silent  -e  is  dropped  to 
add  a  vowel  ending,  a  single  consonant  and  a  single  vowel 
remain;  but  the  consonant  should  not  be  doubled.  Take  care 
that  you  do  not  confuse  the  two  rules. 
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jagged 

scared 

planned 

regard 

sinful 

ascend 

snapped 

quitting 

reddish 

gladness 

descend 

stoppage 

squatted 

getting 

departure 

whipped 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  all  the  words  ending  in  -ed.  After  each  one  write  the 
verb  without  the  past  tense  ending. 

2.  Pronounce  the  words  containing  -qu-.  What  sounds  are 
made  by  the  combination  -qu-  ?  Check  with  your  dictionary. 

3.  Write  the  words  ascend  and  descend.  These  words  have 
nouns  that  are  very  like  them.  What  are  they  ? 

4.  Write  antonyms  for  departure,  jagged,  gladness. 

5.  In  your  exercise  book  write  the  missing  verb  forms  under 
each  of  the  following  columns : 

Present  Tense  Present  Participle  Past  TensePast  Participle 


stop 

stabbing 

stopped 

get 

got 

rob 

planning 

For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Use  the  four  words  from  question  3  in  sentences  which 
clearly  indicate  their  meaning. 

7.  Write  three  words  not  in  the  list  that  begin  with  qu-.  Check 
the  spelling  with  your  dictionary. 

Write  three  words  not  in  the  list  that  begin  with  squ-.  Check 
the  spelling  with  your  dictionary. 
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Do  you  remember  the  rule  for  doubling  the  final  consonant 
of  one-syllable  words?  The  same  rule  is  used  with  words  of 
more  than  one  syllable  when  the  accent  falls  on  the  final 
syllable.  Pronounce  these  words  and  notice  where  the  accent 
falls:  refer,  compel,  prefer,  admit,  begin,  occur,  permit.  Since 
each  of  these  words  has  the  accent  on  the  second  syllable,  the 
final  consonant  is  doubled  before  adding  an  ending  beginning 
with  a  vowel : 


referred  referring 

compelled  compelling 

occurred  occurrence 


refer 

compel 

occur 


Some  words  that  end  with  a  single  vowel  and  a  single  con¬ 
sonant,  however,  have  the  accent  on  the  first  syllable  rather 
than  the  second.  Notice  where  the  accent  falls  in  these  words : 
happen,  pr6fit,  marvel.  Since  the  accent  does  not  fall  on  the 
final  syllable,  the  consonant  is  not  doubled  before  adding  an 
ending  beginning  with  a  vowel: 


happen  happened  happening 

profit  profited  profitable 

marvel  marvelous 


Sometimes,  when  an  ending  is  added,  the  accent  shifts  from 
the  final  syllable  to  the  one  before  it.  That  is  why  there  is  a 

double  r  in  referred  but  a  single  r  in  reference. 

In  your  reading  you  are  likely  to  find  a  few  variations  of 
this  spelling  rule.  Some  writers  use  kidnapped,  kidnapper, 
worshipping;  others  write  kidnaped,  kidnaper,  worshiping. 
Both,  because  they  are  commonly  used,  are  acceptable  spelling. 
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marvelousf 

referred 

reference 

occur 

occurring 

beginning 

compelled 

happened 

happening 

profitable 

profited 

compelling 

preferred 

admitted 

admitting 

committee 

admittance 

commission 

credit 

credited 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  each  of  these  sentences  so  that  the  verb  indicates 
past  time: 

(a)  Mr.  Jones  refers  to  Mr.  Churchill's  speech. 

(b)  An  accident  happens  on  Elm  Street. 

(c)  No  one  admits  that  it  was  his  carelessness. 

(d)  Everyone  profits  from  his  own  mistakes. 

2.  When  one  is  not  permitted  to  enter  through  a  particular 
door  or  gate,  what  notice  may  be  displayed  ? 

3.  Write  each  of  the  following  sentences,  changing  the  verb 
to  a  form  ending  in  -ing. 

(a)  What  happens  now? 

(b)  We  admit  only  the  club  members. 

(c)  The  play  begins  at  eight  o'clock. 

(d)  The  leader  compels  the  others  to  stand  in  a  straight  line. 

4.  Add  -ed  to  each  of  the  following  words:  happen,  profit, 
credit,  occur,  prefer,  compel. 

5.  Complete  the  following  sentences  with  words  from  your 
spelling  list: 

(a)  Three  members  make  up  the  planning - . 

(b)  I - that  I  had  made  a  mistake. 

(c)  I  shall  ask  my  teacher's  permission  to  use  her  name  for 

a - . 

(d)  The  wedding  guest  was  - to  listen  to  the  ancient 

mariner. 
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For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Write  synonyms  from  your  word  list  for  each  of  the  follow¬ 
ing:  wonderful,  happen,  useful,  favoured. 

7.  Write  nouns  belonging  to  each  of  the  following  verbs: 
occur,  prefer,  admit,  refer. 


11.  WORDS  FROM  SOCIAL  STUDIES 


The  words  in  your  list,  although  very  common  ones,  are 
often  misspelled.  Many  of  these  you  use  in  your  social  studies 
reports  and  tests.  Be  careful  to  spell  them  correctly.  Look  at 
them  and  say  them  as  you  do  the  following  exercises. 

A.  Choose  words  from  your  list  to  complete  each  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  sentences: 

1.  Business  meetings  are  usually  conducted  by  parlia¬ 
mentary  - . 

2.  Our  library  contains  novels  by  - ,  - ,  and  - 

writers. 

3.  In  Canada  the  Rocky  - rise  to  their  highest  peak 

at  Mount  Robson. 

4.  C.  C.  F.  is  the  popular  name  of  the  Co-operative - 

Federation. 

5.  How  many - parties  are  represented  in  the  Cana¬ 

dian  government? 

6.  The  governor  general  represents  the  -  in  our 

country. 

7.  After  the - Revolution  many  Loyalists  found  refuge 

in  Canada. 

8.  Canada,  an  important  member  of  the - ,  was  at  one 

time  a  colony  of - . 
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9.  During  recent  years  many  people  have  come  to  this 
continent  from - . 

10.  In  the  election - many  promises  were  made  to  the 

Canadian  people. 

11.  The  Andes  Mountains  form  a  natural  boundary  between 
- and  Chile. 

B.  Choose  words  from  your  list  to  match  the  following 
definitions : 

12.  a  smaller  settlement  than  a  town  or  city 

13.  kingship 

14.  findings 

15.  the  natural  features  of  an  area 

16.  faithfulness 

17.  the  act  of  filling  an  office  by  vote 

18.  answerable 

19.  a  course  of  action 

20.  supreme  in  power 


parliamentary 

geography 

Canadian 

loyalty 

Great  Britain 

American 

continent 

British 

discoveries 

royalty 

sovereign 

mountains 

village 

campaign 

election 

Hungary 

commonwealth 

political 

procedure 

Argentina 

responsible 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  the  names  of  the  following  four  countries,  and  after 
each  write  the  names  of  the  people  who  belong  to  the 
countries : 

Great  Britain,  America,  Canada,  Hungary 
Be  especially  careful  of  the  -ans,  or  -ians. 
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2.  Write  the  plurals  of  these  words : 

discovery,  mountain,  village. 

3.  Write  the  word  parliament.  Which  letter  is  silent  ? 

Write  the  adjective  that  refers  to  parliament. 

4.  Write  the  words  hungry  and  Hungary.  Divide  them  into 
syllables. 

5.  Use  one  of  the  words  from  the  list  to  complete  each  of  the 
following  sentences. 

(a)  The  coming  of - government  was  an  important  event 

in  the  political  history  of  our  nation. 

(b)  Every  motorist  is  — —  for  the  safety  of  others  who  use 
the  highways. 

(c)  John  has  a - position  with  Evans  Company. 


For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Form  nouns  from  these  two  adjectives:  royal,  loyal. 
Write  interesting  sentences  using  the  two  nouns. 

7.  Write  one  sentence  containing  the  words  election,  political, 
and  campaign. 

8.  Write  the  names  of  the  countries  in  the  British  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Nations. 
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12.  CHANGING  “Y”  TO  “I” 


When  you  learned  to  write  the  plurals  of  nouns  you  also 
had  to  learn  that  some  words  ending  in  y  change  the  y  to  i 
before  adding  -es.  To  which  of  the  following  words  will  you 
add  s  without  making  any  change :  valley,  baby,  party,  Sunday, 
lily,  story,  monkey?  If  you  answered,  “The  first,  fourth,  and 
last”,  you  no  doubt  remember  the  spelling  rule :  words  ending 
in  y  preceded  by  a  vowel  add  -s,  but  words  ending  in  y  preceded 
by  a  consonant  change  y  to  i  and  add  -es.  As  you  add  more 
and  more  words  to  your  vocabulary,  be  sure  to  practise  this 
rule  for  making  plurals. 

The  ending  s  is  used  not  only  for  plurals,  however;  it  is 
used  also  with  the  verb.  You  will  recall  that  the  present  tense 
of  the  verb  has  s  in  the  third  person  singular:  John  rides, 
Mary  runs,  the  baby  creeps.  If  the  verb  you  are  writing  ends 
in  y,  you  must  add  -s  or  -es  in  the  same  way  that  you  do  with 
nouns:  the  bird  flies,  the  baby  cries,  John  replies.  All  these 
words  change  y  to  i  before  adding  -es  because  fly,  cry,  and 
reply  have  a  consonant  sound  before  the  y.  If  you  were  to 
add  s  to  the  following  words,  would  you  make  any  change: 
play,  enjoy,  delay? 

When  you  write  verbs,  you  often  use  the  ending  -ed  as  well 
as  the  ending  -s.  Be  equally  careful  to  change  -y  to  -i  before 
adding  -ed  if  the  word  has  a  consonant  before  the  -y.  Thus  you 
will  write  reply,  replies,  replied;  modify,  modifies,  modified 
but  enjoy,  enjoys,  enjoyed. 

Finally,  if  you  are  adding  the  ending  -ing,  do  not  change 
the  y  to  i  in  any  verb.  You  will  write  cry,  cries,  cried,  but 
crying;  defy,  defies,  defied,  but  defying. 
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missionaries 

worrying 

carrying 

mystery 

modifies 

cried 

buried 

groceries 

mysterious 

studying 

accompanied 

tries 

tied 

lilies 

rubies 

these 

those 

surveyed 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Re-write  each  of  the  following  sentences,  changing  the  verb 
to  a  form  ending  in  -ing. 

(a)  Mrs.  Wright  worries  about  her  son. 

(b)  We  study  our  lessons  in  the  library. 

(c)  Bill  carries  my  books  to  school. 

2.  Write  sentences  using  each  of  the  following  words  in  the 
plural  form :  ruby,  missionary,  lily,  mystery. 

3.  Re-write  each  of  the  following  sentences  so  that  the  verb 
will  be  in  past  time : 

(a)  The  pirate  buries  the  treasure. 

(b)  The  leader  accompanies  the  Scouts. 

(c)  The  engineers  survey  the  land. 

(d)  Bill  cries  to  his  companions  to  keep  back. 

4.  Re-write  the  following  sentences,  completing  the  blanks 
with  words  from  your  lesson : 

(a)  We  watched  a - play  on  television. 

(b)  When  Dick  came  in,  he  saw  that  the  robber’s  hands 

were - . 

(c)  I - Mother  when  she  bought  the  weekly - . 

(d)  - books  are  Jim’s ; - are  mine. 

(e)  An  adjective  is  a  word  that - a  noun  or  pronoun. 

(f)  “You  should  stop - ,”  Jean  replied. 


28 


5.  Change  each  of  the  following  words  to  a  form  ending  in  y: 
mysterious,  missionaries,  modifies,  cried,  buried,  groceries, 
accompanied,  tried,  lilies,  rubies. 

6.  What  is  the  homonym  of  tied?  Write  two  sentences  using 
tied  and  its  homonym  correctly. 


For  Extra  Practice 

7.  Present  Tense  Past  Tense 

singular  plural  singular  or  plural 

(he)  cries  (they)  cry  (he,  they)  cried 

Using  the  above  as  an  example,  make  a  complete  table  of 
the  appropriate  forms  of  the  following  verbs : 


to  tie 

to  accompany 
to  try 
to  carry 
to  modify 


to  study 
to  survey 
to  bury 
to  worry 


REVIEW:  Lessons  7-12 


I.  Write  from  dictation: 

The  village  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  was  a  place  of 
mysteries.  At  midnight  another  one  had  occurred.  An 
American  was  found  crushed  beneath  a  jagged  piece  of 
iron.  What  had  happened  ? 

II.  Write  from  dictation: 

Walking  is  a  good  form  of  exercise  for  everyone.  It  helps 
posture  and  keeps  the  muscles  lively.  Many  young  Cana- 
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dians  are  beginning  to  drive  to  school  and  are  no  longer 
interested  in  taking  a  walk.  We  need  a  campaign  to  get  us 
on  our  feet  again. 

Exercise 

Dictation  I  uses  seven  words  from  lessons  6-12. 

Dictation  II  uses  nine  words  from  lessons  6-12. 

How  many  words  from  these  lessons  can  you  use  in  a  short 
paragraph  ?  Try  it. 

Decide  upon  the  topic  of  your  paragraph  and  then  find 
words  to  suit  your  topic.  Be  sure  to  spell  each  word  correctly. 


13.  WORDS  FROM  THE  BUSINESS  WORLD 


The  words  in  this  lesson,  although  they  belong  primarily 
to  the  vocabulary  of  the  business  world,  are  words  that  you 
use  frequently,  too.  Consult  your  dictionary  for  the  meaning 
of  any  word  that  you  do  not  know  how  to  use;  then  you  will 
be  able  to  complete  the  following  sentences  easily : 

1.  Every  dollar  bill  has  a  different - number. 

2.  The  express  parcel  came - . 

3.  The  treasurer  read  the - report. 

4.  The  rate  of  interest  on  the - is  six  per  cent. 

5.  The  Hungarian  hopes  to  find - in  Montreal. 

6.  He  has  not  sufficient - to  start  his  own  business. 

7.  His  only - are  his  knowledge  and  two  hundred  dollars. 

8.  The  Community  Chest  campaign  will  reach  its  objective 

if  every  employee  gives  his - . 

9.  The  latest - show  a  decrease  in  poliomyelitis  in  Canada. 

10.  During  the  January  sales  clothing  is  sold  at  a - . 

11.  Every  citizen  should  go  to  the - on  election  day. 
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12.  The  customer  was  surprised  that  his  account  had  a - . 

13.  This  stock  has  not  paid  a - for  several  years. 

14.  - of  the  tire  marks  on  the  pavement  showed  that  the 

car  had  skidded  thirty  feet. 

15.  Luggage  is  placed  on  the  scale  to  check  its - . 

16.  At  the  end  of  each  quarter  the  interest  on  the  loan  was 

added  to  the - . 

17.  The  refrigerator  was  purchased  on  the - plan. 


prepaid 

per  cent 

employment 

instalment 

discount 

business 

financial 

assets 

debit 

quota 

mortgage 

measurement 

weight 

poll 

statistics 

serial 

series 

interest 

capital 

dividend 

principal 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  antonyms  for:  liabilities,  credit,  unemployment, 
C.O.D. 

2.  Write  nouns  belonging  to  these  adjectives :  serial,  financial, 
statistical. 

3.  Write  the  words  that  match  these  phrases : 

Profit  to  be  divided  among  stockholders 
Issued  in  instalments 
The  share  one  is  entitled  to  receive 
A  sum  of  money  deducted  from  an  amount 

4.  Write  the  words  pole,  poll.  Underline  the  one  that  describes 
a  kind  of  tax. 

Write  the  words  principal,  principle.  Underline  the  one  that 
indicates  a  sum  of  money  drawing  interest. 

5.  Write  employment. 

Write  the  verb  that  is  used  in  forming  this  noun. 

Write  the  word  for  one  who  employs  other  persons. 

Write  the  word  for  the  persons  who  are  employed. 
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For  Extra  Practice 


6.  Write  mortgage,  business.  After  each  word  place  in  brackets 
the  letter  that  is  silent. 

7.  Consult  your  dictionary  for  the  several  meanings  of  capital. 
Which  meaning  suits  the  phrase :  to  abolish  capital  punish¬ 
ment? 


14.  PRONUNCIATION  AND  SPELLING 


Much  of  the  difficulty  that  people  have  with  spelling  occurs 
because  they  do  not  say  the  words  clearly  or  correctly.  Words 
are  misspelled  because  they  are  mispronounced.  By  this  time, 
if  you  have  been  practising  diligently,  you  should  be  able  to 
read  the  pronunciation  of  any  word  in  your  dictionary.  Can  you  ? 

Read  these  words  for  practice:  hit,  hw£n,  ge  6g'  r a  fi,  vu,  nes, 
k&m  pan',  6  kiir',  po  z£s',  fi'  rl. 

Here  are  some  words  that  are  often  spelled  incorrectly. 
Pronounce  them  slowly  by  syllables,  following  the  phonetic 
pronunciation : 

athlete: 

height: 


across : 

mischievous: 
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ath'  let 

notice  two  syllables  ath  lete;  do  not  insert  an  extra  e. 
hit 

notice  the  last  sound  is  t,  height.  Notice  that  no  English 
word  ending  in  “ight”  has  a  final  sound  of  “th”. 

d  kros' 

notice  the  last  sound  is  s,  across, 
mis'  chi  vus 

notice  three  syllables  mis  chie  vous;  do  not  move  the:. 
from  the  second  to  the  third  syllable. 


divine: 

dilapidated 

recognize: 

picture: 

different: 

restaurant: 

pronunciation: 


di  vin' 

notice  the  sound  of  the  first  syllable  di,  divine, 
di  lap'  i  da  t'd 

notice  the  sound  of  the  end  of  the  word  dated,  not  tated. 
re'  kog  niz 

notice  the  middle  of  the  word  is  not  con,  but  cog,  recog¬ 
nize. 

pik'  tur 

notice  the  first  syllable  is  pic,  picture, 
di'  fer  ent 

notice  three  syllables,  dif  fer  ent. 
res'  to  rant 

notice  the  middle  syllable;  it  is  not  tur,  but  taur,  restaur¬ 
ant. 

pro  nun'  si  a'  shun 

notice  the  second  syllable;  it  is  not  noun,  but  nun, 
pronunciation. 


athlete 

athletic 

dilapidated 

assembled 

divine 

divide 

difference 

mischievous 

picture 

pitcher 

height 

recognize 

restaurant 

grievous 

division 

adjective 

accessories 

across 

different 

magnificent 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  the  word  magnificent.  Write  the  word  that  makes  the 
final  syllable.  Use  magnificent  in  a  sentence. 

2.  Many  measurements  such  as  width  end  in  th.  Write  all  the 
measurements  that  end  in  th.  Add  height  to  your  list  and 
notice  that  it  ends  in  ht. 

3.  Write  the  words  picture  and  pitcher.  Pronounce  them  clearly 
so  that  they  do  not  sound  alike. 
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Complete  these  sentences : 

On  the  table  was  a - of  milk. 

We  have  two  of  Tom  Thomson’s  - in  our  classroom. 

Joe  is  the  best - on  our  team. 

I  stalked  the  deer  and  got  an  excellent - of  him. 

Among  the - were  some  Canadian  paintings. 

A - plant  contains  water  in  which  insects  are  trapped. 

4.  Write  the  words  divide,  division.  Notice  the  first  syllable 
div-.  It  rhymes  with  give.  Find  other  words  that  rhyme  with 
div-.  Division  is  a  noun  made  from  the  word  divide.  Find  two 
more  words  that  are  made  from  divide. 

5.  Look  in  your  dictionary  for  the  pronunciation  of  accessories. 
What  is  the  sound  of  the  first  c?  What  is  the  sound  of  the 
second  c?  Are  these  sounds  the  same  in  accept? 

For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Write  the  word  grieve.  Grievous  is  formed  from  grieve  by 
using  the  spelling  rule  for  silent  -e.  What  is  meant  by 
“grievous  fault”  ?  Consult  your  dictionary. 

7.  When  a  building  or  a  district  is  in  ruins,  we  call  it  dilapi¬ 
dated.  Use  the  word  in  an  interesting  sentence. 
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15.  HOMOPHONES 


The  English  Language  has  many  homophones,  that  is,  words 
that  sound  alike.  Homophones  resemble  each  other  so  closely 
that  they  are  likely  to  cause  difficulty  in  spelling.  Since  each 
different  spelling  has  a  different  use,  however,  you  must  make 
yourself  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  correct  use  of  the  word, 
and  you  must  think  of  its  use  as  you  spell  it. 

The  following  homophones  are  commonly  confused  in  spelling. 
Be  sure  that  you  know  how  to  use  them: 

N ote :  The  pairs  accept,  except  and  affect,  effect  are  not  homo¬ 
phones,  but  because  of  careless  pronunciation  they  are 
sometimes  confused. 

accept,  except :  to  accept  is  to  receive;  it  is  not  a  preposition : 

Did  you  accept  the  gift  ? 
except  is  a  preposition  meaning  not  in¬ 
cluding  : 

All  the  pupils  were  there  except  Harry 
and  me. 

to  except  is  also  a  verb  meaning  to  leave  out. 
You  hear  it  in  the  expression,  “Present 
company  excepted.” 

affect,  effect:  to  affect  is  a  verb  meaning  to  change  or  to 

influence : 

The  rain  will  not  affect  our  plans  because 
the  party  is  to  be  held  indoors, 
to  effect  is  a  verb  meaning  to  accomplish: 
Because  of  the  mountainous  terrain,  the 
plane  was  unable  to  effect  a  rescue, 
effect  is  also  a  noun  meaning  the  result  of 
some  action: 

We  observed  the  effect  of  sunlight  on  the 
plant. 
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aisle,  isle: 


altar,  alter: 


brake,  break: 


coarse,  course: 


fourth,  forth: 


its,  it’s: 


aisle  is  a  passage : 

We  walked  down  the  centre  aisle, 
isle  is  another  form  of  the  word  island: 
This  is  the  Strait  of  Belle  Isle. 

altar  is  a  noun  meaning  a  place  of  sacrifice : 
Abraham  placed  his  son  Isaac  upon  the 
altar. 

to  alter  is  a  verb  meaning  to  make  a  change : 
We  must  alter  our  plans. 

to  brake  is  a  verb  meaning  to  stop  motion : 

A  driver  must  learn  to  brake  quickly, 
brake  is  also  a  noun  meaning  that  which 
stops  motion: 

He  applied  the  brake  quickly, 
to  break  is  to  separate  into  parts,  or  to 
destroy : 

If  you  drop  your  watch,  it  may  break. 

coarse  means  rough  in  texture  or  manner: 
This  is  coarse  cloth. 

course  is  direction ;  it  is  also  the  word  in  the 
phrase  of  course. 

The  pilot  changed  course. 

fourth  is  an  ordinal  number  and  can  be  a 
noun  or  adjective: 

Only  a  fourth  remains. 

His  was  the  fourth  name  called, 
forth  is  forward: 

The  rope  swayed  back  and  forth. 

its  is  a  possessive  pronoun  like  ours,  hers, 
yours.  None  of  these  words  uses  an  apos¬ 
trophe  : 

My  budgie  is  losing  its  feathers, 
it’s  is  a  contraction,  meaning  it  is : 

It’s  time  to  go  home. 
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poll,  pole: 


poll  is  a  vote  or  a  place  of  voting : 

Voters  go  to  the  poll  today, 
pole  is  a  rounded  piece  of  wood ;  it  is  also  the 
end  of  the  earth’s  axis : 

The  expedition  crossed  the  South  Pole. 

principal,  principle:  principal  is  chief.  It  may  be  a  noun  or 

an  adjective: 

He  is  the  principal  of  Elm  School. 

Find  the  principal  clause, 
principal  is  also  the  original  amount  of 
money : 

The  principal  is  $1,200 ;  the  interest  is  4%. 
principle  is  a  law  or  concept : 

That  is  against  my  principles. 

We  studied  the  principle  of  the  lever. 

role,  roll:  role  is  a  part  to  play,  such  as  an  actor’s: 

Tom  has  the  role  of  Brutus  in  the  play, 

Julius  Caesar. 

roll  is  also  a  noun,  indicating  a  rounded 
shape : 

The  boy  carried  a  large  roll  of  bills. 

their,  there,  they’re:  Be  very  careful  when  you  write  these 

continually  misspelled  words: 

their  for  possession ;  there  for  place ; 

they’re  to  contract  they  and  are. 

to,  too,  two :  When  you  check  your  writing,  see  that  you 

have  spelled  these  words  correctly. 

your,  you’re :  Do  not  write  your  instead  of  you’re. 

Here  are  other  pairs  of  words  that  sound  alike  when  the 
first  of  the  pair  is  plural.  Again,  be  sure  to  think  of  the  meaning 
and  use  of  the  word  as  you  spell  it. 

adolescents  — plural  of  adolescent,  a  teen-ager. 

adolescence  — Between  childhood  and  manhood  is  the  stage  of 

adolescence. 
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patients 

patience 

presents 

presence 

residents 

residence 


— the  plural  of  patient,  one  who  is  ill. 

— You  must  have  patience  to  train  your  dog. 

— the  plural  of  present,  a  gift. 

— The  doctor’s  presence  cheered  the  patients. 

— the  plural  of  resident,  one  who  occupies  a  dwell¬ 
ing. 

— This  is  the  nurses’  residence. 


Practise  Correct  Spelling 

Re-write  each  of  the  following  sentences,  inserting  a  suitable 
word  from  the  pairs  of  words  in  this  lesson. 

1.  Jean  thinks  that - her  turn. 

2.  Girls  often - the  style  of  their  hair. 

3.  We  sent  magazines  to  the  -  in  Woodmere  Nursing 

Home. 

4.  Election  results  are  sometimes  forecast  by  a  Gallup - . 

5.  - are  many  valuable  books  in  our  library. 

6.  Jimmy  is - tall  for  the  role  of  Peter  Pan. 

7.  Please - my  apology  for  being  late. 

8.  Vandals  often - car  windows. 

9.  It  is  difficult  to  walk  through  the - of  a  moving  train. 

10.  Our  club  was  honoured  by  the - of  the  mayor. 

11.  The  Browns  and  Kellys  are - of  Young  Street. 

12.  I  liked  all  the  pictures  in  the  exhibit - one. 

13.  We  went  to  see  the  monkey,  but  it  was  not  in - cage. 

14.  Jean,  I’m  very  pleased  to  hear  that - going  to  camp. 

15.  How  did  the  storm - traffic  in  the  city  ? 

16.  This  sentence  has  only  one - clause. 

17.  Mr.  Morgan  has  been  appointed - of  the  senior  school. 

18.  The  college  needs  another  girls’ - . 

19.  With  pebbles  in  his  hand  David  went - to  meet  Goliath. 

20.  Did  you  notice  any - from  the  vaccine  ? 
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16.  WORDS  THAT  SEEM  ALIKE 


Several  pairs  of  words  cause  confusion  in  spelling  because 
they  seem  to  be  alike.  Actually,  they  are  not  true  homophones 
because  they  do  not  sound  alike.  You  will  notice  that  there  are 
differences  in  both  sound  and  spelling  if  you  say  them  clearly 
and  look  at  them  carefully. 


breath,  breathe: 

Take  a  deep  breath  (breth). 

Breathe  (breth)  deeply. 

cloth,  clothe: 

We  need  a  white  cloth  (kloth)  on  the  table. 

We  clothe  (kloth)  ourselves  warmly  in  winter. 

Our  summer  clothes  (kldthz)  are  light  in  weight. 

lightening,  lightning: 

The  Arab  is  lightening  (li'  ten  ing)  his  donkey’s  load. 
Lightning  (lit'  ning)  struck  our  garage. 

loose,  lose: 

This  wheel  is  loose  (loos). 

I  lose  (looz)  a  pencil  every  week. 

moral,  morale: 

The  fable  has  a  moral  (mor'  dl). 

The  team  kept  its  morale  (mor  dV)  high. 

of,  off: 

We  reached  the  end  of  (ov)  the  road. 

Bill  dived  off  (of)  the  raft. 

thorough,  through: 

The  class  made  a  thorough  (thu'  ro)  study  of  vocations. 
We  hiked  through  (throo)  the  forest  path. 

than,  then: 

Jean  is  taller  than  (than)  any  other  girl  on  her  team. 
We  sawed  and  planed  boards  all  morning;  then  (th§n) 
we  were  ready  to  build. 

woman,  women: 

One  woman  (woo'  man)  was  on  the  bus. 

Two  women  (wi'  men)  got  on  later. 

You  should  distinguish,  too,  between  related  verbs  and  nouns. 
These  seem  alike,  yet  have  different  spellings.  Some  of  them 
sound  exactly  the  same ;  others  do  not. 
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Noun  Verb 


advice,  advise :  This  poster  gives  advice  on  highway  safety. 

These  posters  advise  drivers  to  be  careful. 

device,  devise :  A  dictionary  key  is  a  useful  device. 

The  key  was  devised  for  our  use  in  reading 
pronunciations. 

licence,  license :  Joe  bought  his  bicycle  licence  this  morning. 

We  are  advised  to  license  our  bicycles. 

practice,  practise :  Correct  spelling  requires  practice. 

We  practise  correct  spelling  whenever  we 
write. 

Finally,  errors  are  made  in  spelling  a  word  that  resembles 
another  in  part.  Again,  you  must  look  closely  at  such  words 
and  observe  the  difference  between  them.  Notice  the  parts 
that  are  alike ;  then  study  and  practise  writing  the  words,  pay¬ 
ing  attention  to  the  parts  that  are  different : 

always,  meaning  for  ever,  is  written  as  a  single  word  with 
one  1  to  distinguish  it  from  all  ways:  We  tried  all  ways, 
but  all  right  has  only  one  meaning  and  only  one  spelling. 

envelope  ends  in  e;  notice  the  long  o; 

but  develop  does  not  end  in  e;  notice  the  short  o. 

familiar  ends  in  iar;  notice  four  syllables  fa-mi-li-ar; 
but  similar  ends  in  ar;  notice  three  syllables  si-mi-lar. 

quickly  has  ick  in  the  first  syllable ; 

but  strictly  has  ict  in  the  first  syllable ;  enunciate  it  carefully, 
sounding  the  t. 

preside  begins  with  pre;  a  president  is  one  who  presides; 
but  perspire  begins  with  per  (Be  careful  to  say  per  splr'.) ; 
and  perspiration  begins  with  per. 

witch  has  t  in  the  middle ; 
but  sandwich  has  no  t. 
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Practise  Correct  Spelling 

I.  Re-write  each  of  the  following  sentences,  replacing  the 
blank  with  a  word  from  this  lesson : 

1.  I - my  piano  exercises  every  day. 

2.  - makes  perfect. 

3.  I  hurt  my  knee,  but  it  is - now. 

4.  I  shall  have  a  cheese - for  lunch. 

5.  Did  the  Maple  Leafs - for  the  game  ? 

6.  This  store  has  clothing  for  both  men  and - . 

7.  “There  was  an  old - who  lived  in  a  shoe.” 

8.  When  you  step - the  bus,  watch  the  traffic. 

9.  It  was  so  warm  that  the  boys  took - their  coats. 

10.  What  do  you  think - that  ? 

11.  That  tune  sounds - ,  but  I  cannot  recall  its  name. 

12.  How  does  a  fish  -  beneath  the  surface  of  the 

water? 

13.  I  have  to  hold  my - when  I  go  under  water. 

14.  The  Fox  Patrol  finished  in  less  time - the  others. 

15.  The  coach  was  pleased  with  the - of  his  players. 

16.  The  pupils  gave  their  room  a - cleaning. 

17.  Although  the  temperature  was  below  zero,  the 

huskies  were  gleaming  with - . 

18.  The  rules  were - obeyed. 

19.  The  birds  are - their  feathers. 

20.  Bill  wants  to  learn  to  -  his  own  snapshots. 

II.  Pronounce  softly  but  clearly  each  of  the  following  words : 

moral,  morale;  breath,  breathe;  thorough,  through; 
woman,  women;  of,  off;  advice,  advise;  preside,  perspire; 
quickly,  strictly. 
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17.  PREFIXES 


Many  of  the  words  that  you  use  in  your  writing-  have 
prefixes.  Notice  the  prefixes  in  these  words:  unfair,  incorrect, 
mistaken,  permission,  postpone,  antecedent,  anti-slavery.  Even 
the  word  prefix  has  a  prefix.  Some  of  these,  un-  and  mis-, 
originated  in  our  own  language ;  but  others  have  been  borrowed 
from  foreign  languages  to  help  to  build  English  words:  from 
the  Latin  language  in-,  per-,  ante-,  and  post-;  from  the  Greek 
language  anti-.  A  knowledge  of  these  commonly  used  prefixes 
will  help  you  both  to  increase  your  vocabulary  and  to  spell 
the  words  you  use. 


Prefix 

Meaning 

Example 

Spelling  Helps 

Some  English  prefixes 

over- 

over 

overtake 

usually  added  to  an  Eng¬ 
lish  word. 

mis- 

wrongly 

mistake 

when  added  to  a  word 
beginning  with  s,  both  s’s 
are  used:  misspell. 

un- 

not 

unkind 

when  added  to  a  word 
beginning  with  n,  both 
n’s  are  used:  unnatural. 

Some  Latin  prefixes 

ante- 

before 

ante-chamber 

in- 

not 

insane 

in-  changes  to  il-  before  a 

word  beginning  with  1: 

illegible. 

in-  changes  to  im-  before 
a  word  beginning  with 
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Prefix  Meaning  Example  Spelling  Helps 

m:  immortal;  or  with  p, 
impatient. 

in-  changes  to  ir-  before  a 
word  beginning  with  r: 
irresponsible. 


per- 

through 

perspire 

post- 

after 

postscript 

pre- 

before 

preposition 

inter- 

between 

interfere 

Some  Greek  prefixes 


tele-  distant  television 

anti-  against  antibiotics 

peri-  around  perimeter 


perform 

interfere 

inter-scholastic  inhuman 

misunderstand 

incorrect 

identified 

unidentified 

prefer 

unconscious 

impatient 

permission 

insignificant 

independent 

postscript 

irresponsible 

television 

illegible 

perimeter 

antecedent 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  What  does  the  prefix  un-  mean? 

Form  antonyms  for  the  following  words  by  prefixing  un-: 

identified,  conscious,  likely,  decided,  comfortable, 
sympathetic. 

2.  What  does  the  prefix  in-  mean  ? 

The  same  prefix  from  Latin  also  means  into. 

Write  antonyms  for  the  following  words  by  prefixing  in-: 

correct,  dependent,  significant,  human. 
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3.  Write  three  different  spellings  for  in-:  (1)  before  words  be¬ 
ginning  with  m;  (2)  before  words  beginning  with  1;  (3) 
before  words  beginning  with  r. 

Write  antonyms  for  the  following  words  by  prefixing  a 
variation  of  in-: 

responsible,  legible,  material,  possible,  patient. 

4.  What  does  the  prefix  mis-  mean  ? 

Make  new  words  by  prefixing  mis-  to  the  following : 

understand,  understanding,  spell,  fortune,  pronounce,  use. 

5.  Write  the  word  in  this  lesson  beginning  with  pre-. 

Write  the  same  word  adding  the  endings  -ed  and  -ing. 

6.  Write  the  words  in  this  lesson  having  the  prefix  per-. 


For  Extra  Practice 

7.  What  does  P.S.  stand  for  ? 

What  do  a.m.  and  p.m.  stand  for  ? 

8.  Re-write  the  following  paragraph,  inserting  words  from 
this  lesson: 

A 

The  driver,  who  was  -  when  rescuers  reached  him, 

was - as  Charles  Lawrence  of  Valley  field.  A  passenger 

in  the  same  car  was - . 
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18.  SUFFIXES 


Many  of  the  words  in  our  language  are  built  from  other 
words,  or  from  roots,  by  the  addition  of  suffixes.  You  have 
already  practised  adding  suffixes  (endings)  in  lessons  6  and  7. 

Recall  the  rule  for  adding  a  suffix  to  a  word  ending  in  silent 
e  (see  page  15).  Which  part  of  the  rule  is  illustrated  by  the 
word  movement?  By  the  word  movable? 

Recall  the  rules  for  adding  a  suffix  to  a  word  ending  in  a 
single  consonant  preceded  by  a  single  vowel  (see  page  22). 
Which  part  of  the  rule  is  illustrated  by  forgetting,  forgetful, 
happening? 

As  your  vocabulary  increases  and  you  use  more  words  with 
suffixes,  be  careful  to  use  these  two  rules.  Here  are  more 
suffixes  with  which  you  can  practise  word-building. 


Suffix 

Example 

Use 

-al 

occasional 

add  to  a  noun  to  form  an  adjective 

occasion 

al 

-ful 

thoughtful 

thought 

ful 

-less 

speechless 

speech 

less 

-ly 

occasionally 

add  to  an  adjective  to  form  an 

adverb 

occasional 

ly 

-ty 

loyalty 

add  to  an  adjective  to  form  a  noun 

loyal 

ty 

-ness 

greatness 

add  to  an  adjective  to  form  a  noun 

great 

ness 

-ment 

achievement 

add  to  a  verb  to 

form  a  noun 

achieve 

ment 

You  will  find  in  your  reading  many  words  ending  in  -ty; 
some  end  in  -ity  (curiosity)  and  -ety  (variety).  You  must 
observe  carefully  the  spelling  of  all  -ty  words. 
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speechless 

achievement 

thoughtful 

occasion 

occasional 

occasionally 

really 

accidental 

accidentally 

immediately 

similarity 

honesty 

variety 

exception" 

exceptionally 

meanness 

physical 

popularity 

physically 

drunkenness 

definitely 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Use  the  suffix  -al  to  form  adjectives  from  these  nouns: 
accident,  exception,  incident,  occasion. 

2.  Use  the  suffix  -ly  to  make  adverbs  from  each  of  the  adjec¬ 
tives  that  you  formed  in  the  preceding  exercise. 

3.  Use  the  adverbs  from  exercise  2  in  these  sentences. 

Saturday  was  an - fine  day. 

Little  Sally  was  hurt - on  the  playground. 

During  our  history  lesson  the  teacher - made  reference 

to  the  election. 

Our  class - visits  the  museum. 

4.  Use  the  suffix  -ful  to  make  adjectives  from  these  nouns 
(spell  the  adjectives  carefully) :  doubt,  fright,  grace,  care, 
rest. 

5.  Use  the  suffix  -ty  to  make  nouns  from  these  adjectives 
(refer  to  your  word  list  so  that  you  spell  the  nouns  cor¬ 
rectly)  :  honest,  various,  similar,  popular. 

For  Extra  Practice 

6.  By  adding  suffixes  to  the  words  in  brackets,  make  words  to 
fit  each  of  the  following  sentences : 

1.  (speech,  amaze)  Bob  was - with - . 

2.  (real,  immediate)  Father  was  -  sorry  that  he  had 

not  returned - . 
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3.  (physical,  achieve)  Geordie  developed  - ,  and  his 

neighbours  considered  his  strength  an  exceptional - . 

7.  Add  -ness  to  mean  and  to  drunken. 

Notice  the  double  n  in  each  word.  The  first  n  belongs  to  the 
root  word ;  to  what  does  the  second  n  belong  ? 


REVIEW:  Lessons  13-18 


I.  The  following  words  are  phonetic  spellings  of  words  from 
your  spelling  lists  of  the  last  six  lessons.  Write  each  word 
in  ordinary  spelling. 


di  vin' 
ath  let'  ik 
mis'  chi  vus 
gre'  vus 
ak  sept' 


mor  al' 
wi'  men 
per  spir  a'  sh’n 
In  kor  £kt' 
re' d  li 


II.  Write  words  using  each  of  the  following  prefixes : 

mis-,  un-,  ante-,  per-,  post-,  pre-,  inter-,  aero-,  tele-,  ir-. 


III.  Write  words  using  each  of  the  following  suffixes : 
-al,  -ful,  -ly,  -ness,  -ment,  -ty,  -ity,  -ety. 

Write  two  words  with  the  double  suffix  -ally. 


IV.  Write  from  dictation : 

The  author  is  known  principally  as  a  writer  of  humorous 
sketches.  He  wrote  many  delightful  short  stories,  and  most 
Canadians  have  read  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  his  Sunshine 
Sketches  of  a  Little  Town. 
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HALF-YEAR  REVIEW:  Lessons  1-18 


Into  each  of  the  following  sentences  insert  a  word  that  will 
complete  the  idea.  Be  careful  to  spell  each  word  correctly  and 
to  write  the  sentences  legibly.  If  you  cannot  decide  which  word 
to  use,  consult  the  list  following  the  exercise. 

1.  -  is  the  cause  of  the  majority  of  highway  accidents. 

2.  The  insurance  company  holds  a - on  the  property. 

3.  We  perform  all  our  science  experiments  in  the - . 

4.  To  estimate  the  amount  of  paint  for  the  room,  measure  the 

length, - ,  and  width. 

5.  The  oftener  one  writes  a  word,  the  more - one  becomes 

with  its  spelling. 

6.  Thunder  rumbled  across  the  sky,  and - flashed  above 

the  trees. 

7.  The  class  is  learning  to  use  parliamentary  -  for  its 

Junior  Red  Cross  Meetings. 

8.  The  foreman  reported  that  conditions  at  the  plant  were 


9.  Delhi  had - rain  during  our  seven  days’  stay. 

10.  The  largest  part  of  the  American  -  is  occupied  by 

Canada. 

11.  The - buildings  on  South  Street  are  to  be  demolished. 

12.  The  Boy  Scout  was  given  an  award  for  his - act. 

13.  The  teacher  thought  he  was  a  careless  student  when  she 

saw  his - handwriting. 

14.  An  adjective  is  a  word  that - a  noun  or  pronoun. 

15.  Poppies  are  sold  to  aid  veterans  who  are - handicapped. 

16.  The  students  spent  the  morning - for  their  examina¬ 

tions. 

17.  All  the - of  Elm  Street  keep  their  lawns  as  smooth  as 

velvet. 

18.  Bill  MacDonald  will  give  the - of  welcome  on  class  night. 

19.  A - of  guns  saluted  Queen  Elizabeth’s  arrival. 

20.  A  courteous  reply  to  “Thank  you”  is  “ - welcome.” 
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21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 


is  always  varied. 


The  luncheon  menu  in  this  — 

Good -  is  obtained  by  following  Canada’s  Food  Rules. 

All  the  dwellings  in  the  new  housing  development  are _ 

in  design. 

The  rooms  are  easy  to  heat  because  the - are  not  high. 

Bill  hopes  that  his  application  will  be - . 


accepted 

all  right 

carelessness 

ceilings 

continent 

continual 

continuous 

courageous 

dilapidated 

excepted 

familiar 

height 

illegible 

laboratory 

legible 

lightning 


modifies 

mortgage 

nutrition 

physically 

procedure 

residence 

residents 

restaurant 

similar 

speech 

studying 

valley 

volley 

your 

you’re 
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19.  THE  USE  OF  THE  HYPHEN 


If  you  look  around  your  classroom,  you  will  find  that  many 
objects  are  called  by  a  name  that  is  a  compound  noun:  chalk¬ 
board,  textbook,  classmates,  window-pane,  exercise  book,  right- 
hand  side,  left-handed  writers ;  you  can  undoubtedly  add  many 
more.  Our  language  has  a  great  many  compound  words  and 
three  different  ways  of  writing  them:  (1)  as  two  separate 
words:  post  office;  (2)  as  one  word:  highway;  (3)  as  a 
hyphenated  word:  good-by (e). 

When  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  which  of  these  three  ways  is 
the  correct  method  of  spelling  a  compound  word,  consult  your 
dictionary.  Notice  that  the  hyphen,  when  used  in  your  diction¬ 
ary,  is  a  heavier  mark  than  that  used  for  division  of  syllables : 

man-eat  ■  er  ma  •  ni  •  ac 

Here  are  some  helps  in  spelling  compound  words  that  you 
often  write: 

Many  compound  nouns  in  common  use  are  written  as  one 
word  without  a  hyphen :  baseball,  sidewalk 

Others,  just  as  commonly  used,  are  written  as  two  words 
without  a  hyphen :  post  office,  high  school 

Numbers  from  twenty-one  to  ninety-nine  are  written  with 
a  hyphen. 

Fractions  in  common  use  are  written  without  a  hyphen: 
one  half,  one  quarter. 

Compound  nouns  containing  a  preposition  are  written  with 
two  hyphens :  sergeant-at-arms ;  mother-in-law 

Compound  words  used  as  adjectives  in  front  of  the  noun  are 
written  with  a  hyphen. 

(1)  fractions :  three-quarter  time 

(2)  combinations  of  adjective,  noun,  and  a  participle  ending: 
blue-eyed  baby. 

(3)  nouns  used  as  an  adjective:  bread-and-butter  letter 
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Compound  words  use  a  hyphen  to  separate  repeated  letters : 

(1)  two  vowels  with  separate  sounds:  co-operate 

(2)  three  consonants  coming  together:  cell-like 

Besides  compound  words,  some  other  words  use  a  hyphen 
after  the  prefix.  In  lesson  17  you  learned  the  use  of  the  prefix, 
and  you  did  not  employ  a  hyphen.  The  following  prefixes  are, 
however,  usually  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  word  by  a 
hyphen : 

( 1 )  self :  self-respect. 

(2)  ex  (meaning  former) :  ex-mayor. 

(3)  by  (before  some  words) :  by-election,  but  byword. 

(4)  anti  (before  a  proper  noun) :  anti-Communist,  but 
antibiotic. 

(5)  non  (before  a  proper  noun) :  non-Biblical. 


brother-in-law 

meanwhile 

co-operate 

sergeant-at-arms 

sixty-fourth 

self-respect 

governor  general 

one  fifth 

antibiotics 

lieutenant-governor 

rural  route 

ninety-eight 

by-election 

byword 

windshield 

ex-mayor 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Many  of  the  parts  of  an  automobile  are  compound  nouns 
like  windshield. 

Write  six  others.  Check  the  words  in  your  dictionary  to 
see  whether  they  are  spelled  with  or  without  hyphens,  as 
one  word,  or  as  two  words. 

2.  Our  language  has  numerous  compound  adjectives  made  up 
on  the  pattern  of  blue-eyed  (adjective-noun-f-fcd  or  d).  Find 
another  one  in  the  first  paragraph  of  today’s  lesson.  Write 
similar  adjectives  to  describe  the  objects  following: 
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a  child  with  red  hair 
a  veteran  with  one  arm 
a  dog  with  hair  like  wire 
a  star  with  six  points 
dandelions  with  tall  stems 

3.  In  your  dictionary  find  the  words  that  begin  with  by. 

Copy  the  ones  that  use  a  hyphen. 

4.  Ex  in  the  combination  ex-mayor  means  former.  An  ex-mayor 
was,  but  no  longer  is,  mayor  of  the  city. 

Write  sentences  using  the  compounds  ex-King,  ex-president, 
ex-captain. 

5.  Write  the  following  numbers  in  words:  946;  1,622;  88; 
$1.49;  33. 


For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Write  the  names  of  other  sports  that  are  compound  nouns 
like  baseball. 

7.  Complete  the  following  sentences  with  compound  words: 

The  mace  was  carried  by  the - . 

The - is  the  Queen’s  representative  in  Canada. 

Our  friends  came  to  the  station  to  wish  us - . 

Our  class  will  -  with  grade  eight  on  the  Junior  Red 

Cross  project. 

This  road  is  part  of  the  Trans-Canada - . 

8.  (a)  Write  words  beginning  with  self-  for  each  of  the 

following  ideas: 

being  sorry  for  oneself 
having  risen  to  the  top  by  one’s  own  effort 
embarrassed  by  one’s  awkwardness 
winding  automatically  (such  as  a  watch) 

(b)  Write  sentences  using  the  words  you  have  chosen. 
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20.  FURTHER  COMPOUND  WORDS 


In  lesson  19  you  practised  writing  compound  nouns  and 
adjectives,  many  of  which  require  hyphens.  You  have  perhaps 
noticed,  too,  that  many  of  the  pronouns  and  adverbs  in  our 
language  are  compounds.  There  are  many  word-combinations 
with  any,  every,  no,  some,  -self,  and  -ever.  You  must  observe 
that  with  a  single  exception,  these  are  spelt  as  one-word 
compounds. 

Any:  anybody,  anyhow,  anyone,  anything,  anyway,  any¬ 
where. 

Every :  everybody,  everyone,  everywhere. 

No:  nobody,  nothing;  but  no  one  (also  spelt  no-one). 

Some:  somebody,  somehow,  someone,  something,  sometimes, 
somewhat,  somewhere. 

-self :  himself,  herself,  myself,  oneself,  ourselves,  them¬ 
selves,  yourself,  yourselves. 

-ever:  however,  whatever,  whenever,  wherever,  whichever, 
whoever,  whomever. 


pastime 

all  right 

oneself 

no  one 

throughout 

nowadays 

whereas 

marshmallow 

maybe 

threshold 

passer-by 

cupful 

and  the  spelling  of  all  the  words  above. 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Into  each  of  the  following  sentences  insert  a  word  beginning 
with  any-. 

I  can't  find  my  notebook - . 

- can  learn  to  spend  his  leisure  time  profitably. 

He  hasn't - to  do  at  home. 
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2.  Into  each  of  the  following  sentences  insert  a  word  beginning 
with  some-. 

The  chairman  has - interesting  to  introduce  to  us. 

Jean  is  a - better  player  than  Beth. 

Is - the  matter  ? 

3.  Complete  each  of  the  following  sentences  with  a  word  ending 
in  -ever. 

John  hoped  to  follow  the  MacLeods;  their  car, - ,  was 

soon  out  of  sight. 

Joan  sews  for  the  Red  Cross - she  has  some  spare  time. 

You  may  give  these  brochures  to - wants  them. 

4.  Answer  each  of  these  questions  with  a  complete  sentence 
using  the  word  suggested  in  the  bracket. 

(pastime)  What  do  you  enjoy  doing  most  in  the  summer? 
(marshmallows)  What  food  would  you  like  to  have  at  a 
beach  party  ? 

(passer-by)  Was  there  a  witness  to  the  accident  on  Queen 
Street  ? 

(cupful)  How  much  molasses  was  used  in  the  gingerbread? 
(nowadays)  Are  working  hours  any  longer  now  than  they 
were  in  your  grandfather’s  day  ? 

5.  For  each  of  the  words  in  heavy  type,  substitute  one  of  the 
words  from  your  list. 

We  shall  have  several  school  parties  during  the  year. 
John  has  been  ill,  but  he  is  well  now. 

Science  has  brought  the  world  to  the  beginning  of  space 
travel. 

Perhaps  Tom  will  coach  our  team. 

Nobody  made  an  “A”  except  Betty  and  me. 

For  Extra  Practice 

6.  To  each  of  the  following  sentences  add  a  word  ending  in 

-self. 
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John  posted  the  letter - . 

You  must  do  the  experiment - . 

We  do  not  always  see - as  others  see  us. 

To  become  self-reliant  one  should  trust - . 

7.  Re-write  the  following  sentences,  making  the  word  in  heavy 
type  a  negative  instead  of  the  verb. 

I  haven’t  seen  anyone. 

Mary  hasn’t  invited  anybody  yet. 

John  hadn’t  eaten  anything  since  breakfast. 

There  wasn’t  anybody  in  the  theatre. 


21.  WRITING  ABBREVIATIONS 


In  language  as  in  daily  life  it  is  natural  to  take  short  cuts. 
Thus  you,  no  doubt,  speak  of  T.V.,  the  phone,  and  math.,  all 
of  which  are  abbreviations  of  long  words.  Sometimes  these 
abbreviations  become  so  widely  used  and  generally  accepted 
that  the  longer  word  is  forgotten.  That  is  what  happened  to 
cabriolet,  which  is  now  always  called  cab,  and  to  omnibus, 
which  everyone  calls  bus. 

There  are  many  different  ways  of  shortening  words  as  you 
can  see  from  the  abbreviations  used  in  the  paragraph  above. 
Most  of  these  methods  you  have  learned  and  practised  during 
your  school  years.  Here  is  a  brief  review  of  the  methods: 

(1)  Use  the  first  few  letters  of  a  word : 

Ave.  Pres.  in.  doz. 

(2)  Use  the  first  and  last  letters  of  a  word : 

ft.  yd.  qt.  Dr.  St. 

(3)  Use  the  first  and  some  other  letters : 

Mt.  Ltd.  bldg. 
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(4)  Use  initials  of  English  words : 

Y.M.C.A.  C.C.F.  B.C. 

(5)  Use  initials  of  Latin  words : 

e.g.  p.m.  i.e.  a.d. 

Recall  what  each  of  the  above  abbreviations  stands  for. 
You  will  notice,  too,  that  they  all  use  periods  after  a  group 
of  letters  and  after  each  initial.  In  newspapers  and  magazines 
and  in  your  study  of  current  events  you  will  observe  another 
way  of  writing  abbreviations.  This  is  the  most  recent  way  of 
making  short  forms,  especially  for  organizations  with  long 
names  and  for  institutions  that  came  into  being  during  or  after 
World  War  II.  Thus,  people  use  the  terms  NATO,  UNICEF, 
CARE  instead  of  the  long  names  of  these  organizations.  Such 
abbreviations  are  popular  because  they  form  a  word ;  and  when 
this  kind  of  abbreviation  is  written,  no  periods  are  used  as  in 
the  earlier  kinds  of  abbreviations. 

Unless  you  are  writing  in  a  technical  way,  it  is  advisable 
to  avoid  most  abbreviations  in  your  essays.  Abbreviations 
that  form  a  word  such  as  UNESCO  are  used  universally  in 
preference  to  their  longer  forms,  but  nearly  all  other  abbrevia¬ 
tions  are  to  be  avoided  in  your  compositions. 


Further  Abbreviations 


A.A.A. 

C.B.E. 

fed. 

no. 

tsp. 

CBC 

C.I.O. 

h.p. 

pop. 

tbs. 

CARE 

E.S.T. 

H.Q. 

Q.C. 

UNICEF 

anon. 

etc. 

lb. 

SHAPE 

UNESCO 

B.D. 

FBI 

mdse. 

S.P.C.A. 

WHO 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Copy  the  abbreviations  from  the  list.  Write  the  long  forms 
for  which  they  stand,  consulting  your  dictionary  when 
necessary. 

2.  Find  in  your  dictionary  the  long  foreign  form  of  each  of 
these  abbreviations:  e.g.,  etc.,  a.m.,  a.d. 
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3.  In  a  description  of  a  hike  Tom  wrote : 

In  the  a.m.  Gerry  and  I  set  out  for  a  mt.  6  mi.  from 
home.  It  took  us  just  an  hr.  and  a  y2  to  get  there. 

What  should  Tom  have  written  ? 

For  Extra  Practice 

4.  Which  abbreviations  are  commonly  used  (a)  on  calendars, 
(b)  in  naming  Canadian  transportation  systems,  (c)  in 
referring  to  countries  ? 

5.  Which  abbreviations  are  commonly  used  to  designate  organi¬ 
zations  in  your  community  ? 


22.  SPELLING  PLURALS 


The  spelling  of  plurals  should  not  cause  you  any  difficulty  if 
you  are  careful  to  apply  some  of  the  spelling  rules.  All  of  these 
rules  you  have  learned  in  previous  spelling  lessons,  but  this 
lesson  and  the  next  one  will  help  you  to  review  them.  Be  sure 
to  take  sufficient  time  to  spell  plurals  correctly. 

Do  not  confuse  plurals  with  the  singular  possessive.  The 
apostrophe  (’)  is  used  to  make  the  distinction,  and  you  should 
not  use  the  apostrophe  when  you  intend  merely  a  plural.  The 
taxis  were  waiting  (not  taxi’s).  Use  the  apostrophe  with  -s 
only 

(1)  when  you  indicate  possession  (my  uncle’s  house)  or 
connection  (a  week’s  holiday) 

(2)  when  you  form  the  plural  of  a  number,  a  letter,  or  a 
sign  (8’s ;  t’s ;  &’s) 
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Use  -es  instead  of  -s  to  form  the  plural  of  any  word  ending 
in  an  -s  sound;  buses,  glasses,  taxes,  churches,  crashes. 

When  forming  the  plural  of  a  word  ending  in  -y,  always  look 
at  the  letter  before  the  -y.  If  that  letter  is  a  vowel,  just  add  -s 
to  the  word :  alleys,  valleys,  displays,  decoys.  But  if  the  letter 
before  the  -y  is  a  consonant,  change  the  -y  to  -i  and  add  -es: 
rubies,  beauties,  comedies,  memories. 

There  are  many  words  in  our  language  that  do  not  change 
the  spelling  at  all  in  the  plural  form.  They  are  either 

(a)  plural  in  form  themselves:  measles,  scissors,  trousers, 
mathematics 

or(b)  names  of  fish  or  animals  that  are  also  used  as  food: 
deer,  salmon,  trout,  moose 


opportunities 

scissors 

crickets 

orchards 

flies 

similarities 

cathedrals 

watches 

clothes 

cupfuls 

climaxes 

cavities 

discoveries 

groceries 

heights 

lilies 

missionaries 

mysteries 

nieces 

procedures 

royalties 

speeches 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  each  of  the  following  words  in  a  column,  and  in 
another  column  write  each  in  its  singular  form:  cavities, 
discoveries,  flies,  groceries,  lilies,  mysteries,  opportunities, 
royalties,  similarities. 

Underneath  the  two  columns  write  the  rule  for  changing 
-y  to  -i  and  adding  -es. 

2.  In  two  columns  (as  in  question  1)  write  each  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  words  in  both  singular  and  plural :  alley,  attorney,  buoy, 
donkey,  monkey,  journey,  trolley,  valley. 


Underneath  the  two  columns  write  the  rule  for  adding  an 
-s  to  words  ending  in  -y. 

3.  Re-write  the  following  sentences,  changing  each  singular 
noun  to  plural : 

The  missionary  assisted  in  the  discovery. 

My  niece  visited  an  English  cathedral. 

We  heard  the  cry  of  the  cricket  in  the  orchard. 

The  swimmer  left  his  watch  with  his  clothes. 

4.  Re-write  these  sentences,  completing  each  with  a  plural 
noun: 

The  coach  showed  us  the - between  the  two  games. 

On  the  altar  were  several  Easter - . 

This  recipe  requires  two - of  flour. 

When  we  write  business  letters,  we  follow  the  correct - . 

It  is  dangerous  to  neglect - in  one's  teeth. 

We  heard  a  broadcast  of  some  of  the  campaign - . 


For  Extra  Practice 

5.  Find  two  different  meanings  for  the  word  royalty. 

Compose  sentences  to  show  the  different  meanings  of  this 
word. 

6.  Re-word  each  of  the  following  sentences  so  that  the  under¬ 
lined  term  will  be  in  the  plural  form : 

What  a  beautiful  butterfly ! 

No  taxi  was  available. 

Why  do  we  pay  a  tax? 

The  white  blossom  is  a  lily. 

Folk  tales  are  often  based  upon  a  local  mystery. 
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23.  SPELLING  PLURALS :  Another  Review 


Write  the  plurals  of  family,  boss,  f,  buoy.  Now  let  us  review 
some  other  plurals. 

When  a  word  ends  in  -o,  observe  the  letter  before  the  -o.  If  it 
is  a  vowel,  form  the  plural  of  the  word  by  adding  -s:  rodeo, 
cameo,  studio ;  rodeos,  cameos,  studios.  The  words  that  we  use 
most  commonly  in  our  language,  however,  have  a  consonant 
before  the  -o,  and  these  add  -es  to  form  the  plural:  cargo, 
Negro,  potato;  cargoes,  Negroes,  potatoes.  There  are  many 
other  words  ending  in  -o  belonging  to  the  vocabulary  of  fine 
arts,  and  particularly  to  music,  which  form  their  plurals  in 
-s  regardless  of  the  letter  preceding  the  -o:  soprano,  cello, 
studio;  sopranos,  cellos,  studios. 

Be  careful  when  you  write  the  plurals  of  words  ending  in  -f 
or  -fe.  Some  change  the  f  to  v  before  adding  -es;  some  do  not. 
It  will  help  your  spelling  to  learn  the  common  ones  that  do  not 
change :  beliefs,  briefs,  chiefs,  dwarfs,  roofs,  and  proper  names 
like  the  Maple  Leafs.  With  one  of  these,  dwarfs,  usage  varies. 
You  may  have  seen  dwarves;  also  hoofs  and  hooves;  scarfs 
and  scarves;  wharfs  and  wharves.  Because  there  is  variety  in 
the  use  of  this  spelling  rule,  it  is  advisable  to  consult  your 
dictionary. 

Besides  the  plurals  spelt  by  rule,  there  are  a  few  words  spelt 
with  foreign  plural  endings.  These  you  should  learn. 

Singular  Plural 

-is  changes  to  -es 


analysis 

basis 

crisis 

parenthesis 


analyses 

bases 

crises 

parentheses 


Pronounce  the  singular  word:  is  the  plural  word  ez 
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Another  group  of  words  you  will  use  more  commonly  in  the 
plural  form  than  in  the  singular.  Learn  the  plurals  and  re¬ 
member  that  they  are  plural,  not  singular,  nouns. 


Singular 

datum 

stratum 

phenomenon 


Plural 

data 

strata 

phenomena 


data 

cargoes 

potato 

mosquitoes 

phenomenon 

phenomena 

analyses 

parentheses 

crisis 

stratum 

strata 

radios 

pianos 

torpedoes 

tornadoes 

echoes 

beliefs 

chiefs 

briefs 

roofs 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  the  singular  and  plural  of  each  of  these  words  in  two 
columns. 

cargo,  echo,  mosquito,  tomato,  tornado,  torpedo. 

How  is  the  plural  of  each  of  these  formed  ?  Why  ? 

2.  Write  the  singular  and  plural  of  each  of  these  words  in 
two  columns.  How  is  the  plural  of  each  of  these  words 
formed? 

alto,  basso,  piano,  soprano,  studio,  radio. 

3.  Re-write  each  of  the  following  sentences,  changing  the 
singular  nouns  to  plurals. 

Gazing  overhead,  we  saw  a  strange  phenomenon. 

The  ship  sailed  with  a  large  cargo  of  potatoes. 

The  freighter  was  sunk  by  a  torpedo. 

In  the  laboratory  the  student  made  an  analysis  of  the 
chemical. 

The  tornado  whirled  through  the  town. 
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4.  Complete  each  of  the  following  sentences  by  adding  plural 
nouns: 

The  explanation  was  enclosed  in - . 

On  the - of  the  houses  snow  lay  like  frosting. 

The  CBC  broadcast  a  concerto  for  two - . 

If  you  call  loudly,  you  can  hear - in  the  caves. 

Martyrs  often  suffered  death  because  of  their - . 

Geologists  examined  several - of  ore  in  the  cliffs. 

5.  Write  sentences  using  the  singular  form  of  each  of  the 
following  nouns:  chiefs,  radios,  crises,  potatoes,  mos¬ 
quitoes. 

For  Extra  Practice 

7.  (a)  Write  the  plurals  of  each  of  these  words,  consulting 
your  dictionary  if  necessary : 

tomato,  mosquito,  torpedo 
basis,  crisis,  thesis 
appendix,  quiz,  tax 
responsibility,  authority,  loyalty 
birthday,  decoy,  nosegay 
gymnasium,  auditorium,  radius 

(b)  Write  a  paragraph,  using  as  many  of  these  words  as 
you  can. 


62 


Examine  your  own  list  of  words  that  you  have  spelled  in¬ 
correctly.  You  may  find  words  with  double  letters,  letters  that 
you  forgot  to  double;  or  you  may  find  that  you  doubled  the 
wrong  letter.  You  should  look  at  these  words  carefully  and 
memorize  the  appearance  of  any  words  with  double  letters. 

Look  at  the  double  letters  in  these  words : 

committee  immediately 

embarrass  possess 

suppose  possessive 

written  accommodation 


occur 


Notice  which  letters  are  single  and  which  are  double  in  these 
words : — 


recommend 

occur 

disappoint 

across 

occasion 


professor 

profession 

molasses 

careen 


career 


Notice  that  prefixes  often  cause  a  double  consonant:  one 
consonant  belongs  to  the  stem;  the  other  belongs  to  the  prefix. 


unnatural 

unnoticed 

misspell 

misspent 


natural 

noticed 

spell 

spent 


Suffixes,  too,  cause  a  double  consonant:  one  consonant  be¬ 
longs  to  the  stem ;  the  other  belongs  to  the  suffix. 


occasion  occasional 
accident  accidental 


drunken 

sudden 


drunkenness 

suddenness 

occasionally 

accidentally 
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Learn  the  appearance  of  word  families : 

oceur,  occurring,  occurred,  occurrence 
commend,  recommend,  commendation,  recommendation 

write,  writing,  written 

Notice  that  parts  of  these  words  are  repeated: 

murmur 

remember 

Finally,  notice  that  the  letters  in  heavy  type  are  singular 
and  do  not  double  them : 

across,  disappoint,  occasion,  recommend,  profession,  professor, 
until. 


embarrass 

suppose 

written 

possess 

accommodation 

recommend 

recommendation  disappoint 

profession 

professor 

careen 

career 

unnatural 

unnoticed 

drunkenness 

suddenness 

occasion 

occasionally 

occurrence 

remember 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Use  words  from  this  lesson  to  answer  the  following  ques¬ 
tions.  Write  your  answers  in  sentences : 

Do  you  ever  visit  the  hospital? 

Do  you  plan  to  stay  at  a  hotel  in  Quebec? 

What  do  you  plan  to  do  for  a  living? 

Why  did  Jean  blush? 

Who  will  address  the  students  tomorrow? 

2.  Add  the  suffix  -ness  to  the  following  words : 

drunken,  keen,  lean,  plain,  sudden 
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3.  Prefix  un-  to  each  of  the  following  words : 

natural,  necessary,  neighbourly,  noticeable,  named 

4.  Re-write  the  following  sentences  completing  them  with 
words  from  your  list : 

Before  applying  for  a  position,  I  shall  ask  my  teacher  for 
a - . 

I  hope  that  she  will - me. 

Flying  saucers  are - phenomena. 

Shifting  of  cargo  caused  the  ship  to - . 

I  have - a  book  report. 

Motion  pictures  that  are  widely  advertised  sometimes 
- us. 

Do  you  -  that  Harry  has  forgotten  the  committee 

meeting? 

Jean  left  the  room, - by  anyone. 

6.  Prefix  mis-  to  each  of  the  following  words : 

spell,  spent,  step,  state 
lay,  lead,  fire,  use 


For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Write  antonyms  for  each  of  the  following  words : 
forget,  natural,  noticeable,  regularly 

7.  In  your  workbooks  complete  the  following  outline  as  shown 
in  the  first  line : 

Noun  Adjective  Adverb 

occasion  occasional  occasionally 

accident 

brute 

incident 
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REVIEW:  Lessons  19-24 


I.  (a)  Write  the  plural  of  each  of  the  following  words : 

career,  occurrence,  crisis,  brief,  mosquito,  fly. 

(b)  Write  abbreviations  of  the  following  words  and  phrases : 

for  example,  in  the  morning,  merchandise,  horse¬ 
power,  the  time  zone  in  which  you  live,  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation. 

(c)  Write  compound  nouns  to  substitute  for  each  of  the 
following  phrases :  the  husband  of  your  sister 

a  former  mayor 
enough  to  fill  two  cups 
people  who  pass  by 
in  satisfactory  condition 

(d)  Make  an  alphabetical  list  of  these  words: 

recommend,  recommendation,  remember,  respon¬ 
sibility,  radios,  roofs,  royalties. 

Extra  Practice 

II.  Word  Puzzles :  Anagrams 

The  letters  in  each  of  the  sets  of  words  below  can  be  re¬ 
arranged  to  form  one  of  the  words  in  the  six  previous 

lessons.  Try  to  rearrange  them. 

Example :  FOR  SPORES  is  professor 
BEARS  ARMS 
SAW  HERE 
MY  ABE 
OUR  THOUGHT 
LATHE  CARDS 
CHEWS  AT 
SIGHT  EH 
YES  MISTER 
CARES  GO 
TRUST  MA 
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25.  SPELLING  WORDS  WITH  g 


The  letter  g  may  be  a  hard  sound,  indicated  by  the  phonetic 
symbol  g  in  your  dictionary.  Pronounce  these  words,  and  listen 
to  the  sound  of  the  g:  go,  gullible,  grateful,  again,  gander, 
gasp.  The  hard  g  you  hear  in  each  of  these  words  usually  pre¬ 
cedes  a,  o,  u,  or  a  consonant.  Words  with  this  hard  g  sound  are 
easy  to  spell. 

But  the  letter  g  may  also  be  a  soft  sound,  indicated  by  the 
phonetic  symbol  j  in  your  dictionary.  Pronounce  these  words, 
and  listen  to  the  sound  of  the  g:  gentleman,  ginger,  gem,  man¬ 
age,  gender.  The  soft  g  sound  you  hear  in  each  of  these  words 
usually  precedes  e  or  i.  Words  with  this  soft  g  sound  are  diffi¬ 
cult  to  spell,  because  the  sound  suggests  j. 

Sometimes  the  soft  g  occurs  in  words  with  -dg- 

ledger  judgement 

Sometimes  people  mistakenly  insert  the  d  sound  when  it 
should  be  omitted. 

college  tragic 

Remember  to  keep  the  silent  -e  after  a  g  when  the  following 
suffix  begins  with  -a,  -o,  or  a  consonant : 

manageable,  courageous,  judgement 

Since  -g  is  usually  soft  before  -i,  the  silent  -e  is  not  needed 
when  the  suffix  is  -ing. 

managing,  discouraging,  judging 


angry 

aging 

privileges 

gymnasium 

challenging 

gurgle 

management 

college 

collegiate 

tragic 

tragedy 

damage 

hungry 

pageant 

foliage 

exaggerated 

huge 

gaily 

disregarded 

vigorous 

grammar 

gratitude 
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Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  From  your  word  list  write  adjectives  made  from  each  of 
the  following  words:  hunger,  anger,  vigour,  tragedy. 

2.  Copy  from  your  list  the  words  beginning  with  a  hard  g 
sound. 

3.  Complete  each  of  the  following  sentences  with  a  word 
from  your  list : 

Stories  of  Paul  Bunyan  are  amusing  because  the  inci¬ 
dents  are - . 

In  spring  the  —  is  bright  green,  and  the  brooks  - 

gaily. 

The  murder  of  the  young  salesman  was  a - happening. 

Bob  lost  his - at  camp  because  he - the  lifeguard’s 

warning. 

An  exciting  game  was  played  in  the  college - . 

4.  Find  words  in  your  list  to  match  the  definitions  given 
below.  Write  the  words  in  a  column  with  the  correct 
meaning  opposite. 

growing  old 

administration 

pertaining  to  a  college 

a  calamity 

injury  or  harm 

thankfulness 

very  large 

5.  Use  the  words  suggested  in  brackets  to  answer  each  of  the 
following  questions  with  a  complete  sentence: 

Have  you  any  lessons  to  study  for  tomorrow?  (grammar) 
What  is  your  class  planning  to  do  for  Empire  Day? 
(pageant) 

Which  is  the  largest  tree  in  the  park  ?  (huge) 

Are  there  any  leaves  on  the  elms  yet?  (foliage) 

What  do  you  do  in  physical  education  class?  (vigorous) 
How  was  the  ballroom  decorated  for  the  party?  (gaily) 
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What  did  the  principal  say  in  his  address  on  Friday? 
(challenging) 

Do  you  believe  Billy’s  story  about  the  lions?  (exagger¬ 
ated) 

Are  your  parents  very  strict?  (privileges) 

Why  do  we  have  Mother’s  Day  ?  (gratitude) 

For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Add  -ing  to  each  of  the  following  words : 

age,  cage,  challenge,  engage,  manage,  rage,  stage,  wage. 

7.  The  following  list  of  words  contains  nine  pairs  of  related 
words,  like  manage — manager.  Write  the  words,  arranging 
them  in  pairs. 

grateful  collegiate  tragedy  hunger  aging  vigorous 
disregarded  gay  gratitude  pageantry  aged  college 
regard  envigorate  pageant  gaily  tragic  hungry 
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26.  SPELLING  THE  PRINCIPAL  PARTS  OF  VERBS 


Many  errors  in  spelling  will  disappear  if  you  remember  and 
use  these  two  rules  which  you  have  learned  previously: 

1.  Words  ending  in  silent  -e  drop  the  -e  before  adding  suffixes 
beginning  with  a  vowel. 

2.  Words  ending  in  an  accented  syllable,  with  a  single  con¬ 
sonant  preceded  by  a  single  vowel,  double  the  consonant 
before  adding  suffixes  beginning  with  a  vowel. 

When  writing  verbs,  the  suffixes  you  use  most  often  are  -ing 
and  -ed,  for  most  of  the  verbs  in  our  language  form  their  past 
tenses  and  past  participles  in  -ed,  and  every  verb  forms  its 
present  participle  with  -ing. 


Present  Tense 

Present  Participle 

Past  Tense 

Past  Participle 

appreciate 

appreciating 

appreciated 

appreciated 

televise 

televising 

televised 

televised 

embarrass 

embarrassing 

embarrassed 

embarrassed 

Notice  that  some  verbs  use  -t  instead  of  -ed: 

creep 

creeping 

crept 

crept 

kneel 

kneeling 

knelt 

knelt 

sleep 

sleeping 

slept 

slept 

lose  (looz) 

losing 

lost 

lost 

Notice  that  some  verbs  ending  in  -t  do  not  add  another  -t  or 

-ed: 

cast 

casting 

cast 

cast 

burst 

bursting 

burst 

burst 

broadcast 

broadcasting 

broadcast 

broadcast 

thrust 

thrusting 

thrust 

thrust 

Notice  that  a  few  verbs  ending  in  -y  have  another  change  in 
spelling: 
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Present  Tense 

Present  Participle 

Past  Tense 

Past  Participle 

lay 

laying 

laid 

laid 

pay 

paying 

paid 

paid 

say 

saying 

said 

said 

Notice  that  some  verbs  ending  in  -y  keep  the  -y  with  -ing  and 
change  -y  to  -i  before  -ed  and  -es : 


carry  (carries)  carrying  carried  carried 

modify  (modifies)  modifying  modified  modified 

study  (studies)  studying  studied  studied 

All  the  verbs  above,  you  will  observe,  follow  the  same  pat¬ 
tern,  known  as  the  new  conjugation  of  verbs.  Verbs  belonging 
to  the  old  conjugation  of  verbs  form  the  past  tense  by  changing 
the  vowel  and  the  past  participle  often  by  adding  -en  or  -n. 
You  have  no  doubt  memorized  most  of  them  in  your  English 
language  study.  Be  especially  careful  when  you  spell  these  two: 

Present  Tense  Present  Participle  Past  Tense  Past  Participle 

choose  choosing  chose  chosen 

swim  swimming  swam  swum 


swimming 

choosing 

chosen 

thrust 

burst 

chose 

studying 

modifying 

embarrassed 

embarrassing 

studies 

studied 

lose 

losing 

appreciate 

appreciative 

carrying 

knelt 

crept 

laid 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Use  the  silent  -e  rule  to  form  the  present  participles  of 
each  of  the  verbs  required  in  the  following  sentences : 
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(write)  I  am - a  book  report. 

(come)  John  is - with  us. 

(lose)  Tommy  is  always - his  mittens. 

(choose)  The  class  is - a  chairman  for  the  committee. 

2.  Use  the  rule  for  doubling  a  single  consonant  as  you  write 
each  of  the  verbs  required  in  these  sentences : 

(swim)  Were  you - in  the  pool  this  morning? 

(sit)  Two  passengers  were - in  the  back  seat. 

(put)  The  children  were - on  their  coats. 

(refer)  The  speaker - to  Champlain’s  Habitation. 

3.  Change  each  of  the  verbs  to  a  form  ending  in  -ing  and 
make  the  necessary  changes  in  the  rest  of  the  sentence. 

Bill  studies  hard. 

Finding  the  expenses  too  great,  the  club  modified  the 
plan. 

The  hikers  carry  their  supplies. 

Jean  has  lost  weight. 

4.  Re-write  each  sentence  in  the  past  tense : 

I  pay  my  dues. 

The  scout  says  that  he  carries  the  water. 

The  CBC  broadcasts  the  programme  in  English  and 
French. 

The  patients  appreciate  your  kindness. 

He  kneels  in  prayer. 

Jimmy  cries  when  his  balloon  bursts. 

Each  of  us  chooses  a  partner. 

The  fisherman  casts  his  line  skilfully. 

5.  Using  the  following  words,  write  sentences  which  bring 
out  their  meaning : 

embarrassed,  appreciative,  modifying,  thrust,  crept. 
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For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Write  synonyms  for  each  of  the  following  words : 

transporting,  selecting 

shattered,  placed,  crawled 
learns,  throws 

7.  Write  the  -ing  form  of  each  of  these  verbs : 

hurry,  bury,  study,  pity,  marry 
Use  each  of  the  forms  in  sentences. 


27.  AVOIDING  FURTHER  HOMOPHONES 


If  you  were  to  make  a  tape  recording  of  sounds  as  they  are 
used  today  and  listen  to  that  recording  in  fifty  years*  time, 
you  would  no  doubt  observe  several  changes.  We  have  no  tape 
recordings  of  English  as  used  in  Shakespeare’s  day,  but  we 
can  observe  from  the  rhymes  and  the  syllables  in  his  poetry 
that  many  words  in  seventeenth-century  English  had  a  dif¬ 
ferent  sound  from  what  they  have  today. 

Why  do  words  change  their  sounds?  The  answer  is  a  very 
obvious  one :  people  who  use  the  words  change  the  sounds  of 
the  words.  Through  carelessness,  ignorance,  and  indistinct  or 
blurred  enunciation  people  use  a  different  sound,  and  if  enough 
people  use  the  changed  sound,  the  word  loses  its  original  one. 
Educated  people,  particularly  in  our  era,  strive  to  use  sounds 
that  are  considered  standard  usage.  But  the  more  carelessness 
there  is  in  speech,  the  greater  and  faster  the  change. 

Unfortunately,  the  spelling  of  the  word  does  not  change  to 
match  the  sound.  At  one  time  the  word  knight  had  a  sound 
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with  a  k  at  the  beginning  of  it.  Now  it  sounds  like  night,  but 
it  is  still  spelled  with  a  k.  Worse  still,  when  the  sound  of  a 
word  changes,  it  often  has  a  pronunciation  similar  to  another 
word.  The  following  pairs  of  words  are  not  true  homophones, 
but  they  are  similar  enough  to  cause  confusion  when  they  are 
not  pronounced  correctly. 

Do  you  say  pitcher  when  you  mean  picture? 

Do  you  say  weather  when  you  mean  whether? 

Do  you  say  do  when  you  mean  dew  ? 

Do  you  say  pour  when  you  mean  poor  ? 

If  so,  you  are  helping  to  create  more  homophones,  and  there¬ 
fore  more  spelling  difficulties,  in  your  language.  Try  always  to 
give  to  vowels  and  consonants  the  sounds  that  belong  to  them 
in  standard  usage.  These  sounds  are  the  ones  indicated  in  your 
dictionary. 


picture 

pitcher 

weather 

whether 

route 

rout 

witch 

which 

were 

where 

loose 

lose 

there 

their 

through 

thorough  | 

quite 

quiet 

your 

you’re 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  All  the  words  in  your  spelling  list  are  simple  words,  con¬ 
stantly  in  use.  Copy  them  into  your  exercise  book  in  a 
column.  Then  consult  your  dictionary  and  after  each  write 
the  phonetic  pronunciation  given  in  your  dictionary.  Prac¬ 
tise  saying  these  words  clearly  and  correctly. 

2.  Write  one  sentence  using  the  three  words  probably,  weather, 
quite. 

3.  Write  one  sentence  using  the  three  words  duet,  which,  you’re. 
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4.  Complete  these  sentences  with  words  from  your  list : 


Jean, - coming  with  us,  aren’t  you? 

We  wondered - a  tire  was  flat. 

The  noise  was  caused  by  a - board. 

We  shall  probably  travel  by  another - . 

With  our  tanks  we  will - the  enemy. 

For  Extra  Practice 

5.  Write  pairs  of  sentences  to  illustrate  the  correct  use  of: 


picture 

pitcher 

weather 

whether 

which 

witch 

loose 

lose 

there 

their 

through 

thorough 

quiet 

quite 

were 

where 

you’re 

your 
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28.  THE  APOSTROPHE 


The  apostrophe  is  a  writing  symbol  used,  like  punctuation, 
to  make  your  meaning  clear.  Always  give  the  apostrophe  the 
space  of  a  letter  in  your  writing. 

The  apostrophe  is  used  in  contractions.  Your  conversations 
are  full  of  word  contractions,  but  you  spell  them  only  in 
informal  writing. 

(1)  In  your  friendly  letters:  I’m  sorry  that  I  can’t  visit  you 
this  week-end. 

(2)  In  the  dialogue  of  your  stories :  “Don’t  go  there,”  shouted 
Tom. 

The  apostrophe  is  used  to  spell  the  possessive  forms  of  nouns. 
Like  any  other  punctuation  mark  it  helps  the  reader  to  grasp 
the  meaning  immediately.  Use  the  apostrophe  before  the  s 
when  the  noun  is  singular :  The  fisherman’s  net. 

Use  the  apostrophe  before  the  s  when  the  noun  is  plural 
but  does  not  end  in  s :  The  fishermen’s  nets. 

Use  the  apostrophe  after  the  s  when  the  noun  is  a  plural 
one  ending  in  s :  The  players’  uniforms. 

Use  the  apostrophe  to  show  connection  as  well  as  possession: 
This  week’s  spelling  lesson. 

The  apostrophe  is  used  to  form  the  possessive  of  indefinite 
pronouns :  anybody’s  guess ;  everybody’s  business ;  anyone  else’s 
time;  We  respect  each  other’s  opinions. 

The  apostrophe  should  never  be  used  to  form  the  plurals 
of  nouns  that  are  not  possessive.  You  recall,  of  course,  that  it 
is  used  to  form  the  plurals  of  letters  (t’s)  or  of  numbers  (6’s), 
but  never  of  complete  words.  Bo  not  use  it  as  a  substitute  for 
a  plural  that  you  do  not  know  how  to  spell. 

The  apostrophe  is  not  used  either  before  or  after  the  s  in 
possessive  pronouns:  yours  his  hers  ours  theirs  its. 
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hers 

his 

its 

ours 

theirs 

yours 

indefinite 

personal 

apostrophe  possessive 

possession 

connection 

contraction  doesn’t 

aren’t 

haven’t 

won’t 

weren’t 

wouldn’t 

hasn’t 

couldn’t 

wasn’t 

they’re 

you’re 

omitted 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Form  nouns  from  the  following  verbs:  possess,  connect, 
contract. 

2.  Write  the  possessive  forms  belonging  to  each  of  these 
personal  pronouns :  he,  she,  we,  you,  they,  it. 

3.  Re-write  the  following  paragraph,  substituting  correctly 
spelled  words  for  the  blank  lines. 


THE  USE  OF  THE  APOSTROPHE 

The  apostrophe  has  several  uses  in  spelling.  It  is  used  to 

show  that  nouns  are  in  the - case,  but  it  is  not  used  with 

personal - in  the  same  case.  It  is,  however,  used  with - 

pronouns  to  indicate - .  The - is  also  used  when  spelling 

contractions;  in  these  words  it  takes  the  place  of  the  letter 

or  letters  - .  The  apostrophe  should  always  be  given  the 

- of  a  letter. 

4.  Re-write  the  following  story  using  contractions  whenever 
possible. 


THE  FOX  AND  THE  CROW 

Once  a  fox  saw  a  crow  with  a  lovely  piece  of  yellow  cheese 
in  her  mouth.  Since  she  sat  high  up  on  the  branch  of  a  tree, 
he  had  to  use  a  clever  scheme  to  get  it  away  from  her. 

“You  are  a  beautiful  bird,  Mrs.  Crow,”  he  called  up  to  her. 
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“I  am  surprised  that  every  other  bird  in  the  field  does  not 
envy  you.” 

Mrs.  Crow  said  nothing  because  she  did  not  trust  the  fox 
nor  his  kind  words.  But  the  fox  tried  again. 

“Why,  Mrs.  Crow,”  he  purred,  “you  are  not  only  beautiful, 
but  does  not  your  voice  make  the  prettiest  song  in  the  forest? 
Has  not  the  nightingale  only  a  croak  compared  with  yours?” 

Overwhelmed  by  this  flattery,  Mrs.  Crow  opened  her  mouth 
to  sing,  and  the  cheese  fell  to  the  ground.  Was  not  Mr.  Fox 
clever? 


29.  CAPITALIZATION 


In  order  to  spell  correctly  you  must  learn  and  practise  the 
rules  for  capitalization.  1.  Use  capital  letters  wherever  you 
name  a  person  (E.  J.  Pratt),  place  (St.  John’s,  Newfoundland), 
holiday  or  date  (Remembrance  Day,  Monday,  November  11), 
building  (Chateau  Frontenac),  or  organization  (the  Canadian 
Broadcasting  Corporation).  2.  Many  abbreviations  and  two 
single  letters  require  capitals:  Y.M.C.A.,  UNESCO,  I,  0. 

3.  Use  capital  letters  also  for  the  following: 

(i)  Adjectives  of  nationality: 

Canadian  schools 
Scottish  clans 
Australian  wool 
French  grammar 

(ii)  Adjectives  referring  to  races: 

Caucasian 

Negro 

(iii)  The  first  and  all  other  important  words  in  a  title 
(not  articles,  prepositions,  or  conjunctions) : 

Cyril  the  Squirrel 

The  Story  of  Mohammud  Din. 
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Perhaps  you  have  a  tendency  to  capitalize  too  many  words. 
If  so,  be  careful  of  the  following : 

Your  school  subjects:  (only  languages  are  capitalized). 
I  like  social  studies,  especially  geography. 

Miss  Thomson  teaches  us  both  algebra  and  French. 

Family  relationships:  (only  the  ones  used  as  names  are 
capitalized). 

My  mother  is  visiting  Uncle  Dave. 

My  uncle  needs  Mother's  advice. 

Directions:  (only  abbreviations  or  places  called  by  their 
direction  are  capitalized) . 

E.S.E. 

There  are  many  opportunities  in  the  North. 


capital  letters 
English  grammar 
Negroes 
Protestant 
Remembrance  Day 
Santa  Claus 


social  studies 
English  literature 
Caucasians 
Roman  Catholic 
Duchess  of  Kent 
Henry  Hudson 


mathematics 
February 
Saturday 
Henry  VIII 
Psalms  of  David 
physical  education 


Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Opposite  the  correct  number,  write  the  answers  in  your 
notebook. 

1.  She  was  Princess  Marina  of  Greece,  whose  British 
husband  died  in  a  plane  crash. 

2.  In  many  countries  he  is  called  a  saint. 

3.  He  was  the  father  of  Queen  Elizabeth  I. 

4.  They  were  sold  as  slaves  by  Europeans. 

5.  Some  beautiful  songs  are  recorded  in  the  Bible. 
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6.  He  was  a  fearless  explorer  of  the  Canadian  North. 

7.  They  are  people  of  the  white  race. 

8.  On  a  certain  day  the  sacrifices  of  war  heroes  are  re¬ 
membered  with  gratitude. 

2.  Write  to  a  pen-pal,  Sofie  (Josef)  Arbes,  who  lives  in  Leberec, 
Czechoslovakia.  The  three-paragraph  letter  should  contain 
the  following  topics : 

1.  School — your  grade  and  subjects. 

2.  Games — gymnasium  and  school  playground. 

3.  Holidays — celebrations  in  Canada. 


30.  REMEMBERING  SILENT  LETTERS 


Many  words  in  our  language  contain  silent  letters,  both 
vowels  and  consonants,  and  the  purpose  of  this  lesson  is  to 
show  you  some  of  these  words  and  how  to  master  the  spelling 
of  them. 

First,  you  must  remember  that  your  language  is  a  living 
tool,  constantly  in  use  and  constantly  changing.  Sounds  that 
were  made  in  words  of  another  era,  centuries  ago,  gradually 
died  out  of  the  word  often  because  they  were  harsh  or  because 
the  word  was  easier  to  say  without  them. 

Next,  you  must  remember  that  when  a  word  changes  its 
sound,  it  does  not  change  its  spelling.  Because  spelling  is 
written  and  has  always  been  used  by  educated  people,  it  resists 
change.  Thus  although  a  word  may  lose  a  sound,  the  spelling 
does  not  lose  a  letter.  Such  a  letter  becomes  what  we  call 
silent.  When  letters,  particularly  consonants,  are  silent  you 
must  know  the  appearance  of  the  word  and  remember  the 
silent  letter  or  letters  when  you  spell  it. 

Notice  that  c  is  often  silent  after  s  or  x. 
discipline  scissors  adolescent 
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ascended  exciting  adolescence 

descended  excitement  fascinate 

Notice  that  g  is  often  silent  before  n. 
gnat  campaign  sovereignty 

gnarled  reign  deign 

Notice  that  b  is  often  silent  after  m. 
climb  limb  thumb 

comb  crumb  numb 

Notice  that  gh,  once  a  guttural  sound,  is  now  silent  in 

most  words. 

high  through  straight  neighbourly 

height  thorough  weigh  fought 

Notice  that  k  is  often  silent  before  n. 
knot  knife 

knight 

Notice  that  h  is  often  silent  after  another  consonant, 
ghost  exhaust  rhyme  ghastly 

silhouette  exhaustion  rhythm  haemorrhage 

Notice  that  1  is  often  silent  before  m. 
alms  palm  psalms 

almonds  calm 

Finally,  read  the  following  words  and  notice  the  vowels  that 
are  silent. 

business  guidance  biscuit  parliament  guardian 


discipline 

neighbourly 

exhaust 

fascinate 

thoroughly 

silhouette 

biscuits 

numb 

ghost 

guidance 

sovereignty 

knife 

haemorrhage 

gnarled 

knot 

almonds 

excitement 

straight 

ghastly 

guardian 
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Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  each  of  the  following  words  and  underline  the  silent 

letters  in  each : 

almonds,  biscuits,  discipline,  exhaust,  guidance,  knot, 
neighbourly,  fascinate,  silhouette. 

2.  Write  the  word  formed  by  adding  -ment  to  excite 

-ty  to  sovereign 
-ly  to  neighbour 
-ance  to  guide 
-ian  to  guard 

3.  Consult  your  dictionary  to  find  a  second  spelling  for 
haemorrhage.  Write  both  spellings. 

4.  Write  two  sentences  to  show  the  difference  in  meaning 
between  strait  and  straight. 

5.  Write  the  nouns  related  to : 

exhaust,  fascinate,  numb,  and  sovereign 
Write  the  plural  forms  of  these  nouns : 
knife  and  biscuit 

For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Answer  each  of  the  following  questions,  using  the  word 
suggested  in  brackets. 

(knot)  How  fast  does  the  ship  travel  ? 

(haemorrhage)  What  is  a  tourniquet  used  for? 
(parliament)  What  did  you  see  in  Ottawa  ? 

(thoroughly)  Have  you  done  any  studying  for  the 

literature  test? 

(neighbourly)  Do  you  know  the  Hollys  ? 

(ghastly)  Did  Joan  faint  when  she  sprained  her 

ankle  ? 

7.  In  the  text  of  this  lesson  find  and  write  homophones  for 
each  of  the  following  words : 

way  not  night  rime  rain  Dane 
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The  first  two  exercises  will  give  you  practice  in  proof¬ 
reading. 

1.  In  each  sentence  one  word  is  spelled  incorrectly.  Find  it,  and 
copy  the  sentence  into  your  exercise  book,  making  the  cor¬ 
rection  : 

Everest  has  probably  always  been  the  most  challanging 
peak  to  mountain  climbers. 

We  are  not  sure  weather  the  route  we  have  chosen  from 
Florida  will  take  us  through  Washington. 

Jean  found  it  quite  embarrassing  to  have  her  swimming 
privileges  taken  away  for  a  week. 

The  Scouts  crept  through  the  dense  foilage,  where, 
because  they  were  scarcely  visible,  they  could  observe  the 
fawn. 

After  they're  vigorous  games  in  the  gymnasium  the 
pupils  were  hungry. 

The  brook  gurgles  gaily  as  if  greatful  to  the  sun  for 
bursting  the  ice  from  its  surface. 

2.  Copy  the  following  paragraph,  using  capital  letters  wherever 
they  are  needed : 

My  sister  and  I  are  students  in  middleville  high  school. 
We  have  classes  in  english,  history,  geography,  mathematics, 
french,  science,  and  physical  education.  My  favourite  sub¬ 
ject  is  science,  and  Dianne's  is  french.  Mother  drives  us  to 
school  every  morning  because  our  home  is  four  miles  south 
of  middleville. 

3.  The  following  are  phonetic  transcriptions  of  some  of  your 
words.  Write  them  in  ordinary  spelling. 


huj 
chdz 
da'  mij 
gram'  mer 


kwi'  et 
throo 
hwe'  tfeer 


lad 

bis'  kit 
looz'  mg 
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Some  Extra  Lessons 


31.  SOCIAL  AND  BUSINESS  CORRESPONDENCE 


Since  correspondence  is  meant  to  be  read  by  other  people, 
it  is  wise  to  think  what  kind  of  impression  each  letter  you 
write  is  going  to  make. 

Before  putting  your  letter  into  the  envelope,  proof-read  it 
carefully.  Make  sure  you  have  spelled  correctly  the  names  of 
places  and  people,  that  you  have  not  used  too  many  abbrevia¬ 
tions,  and  that  you  have  not  carelessly  misspelled  other  words 
that  you  really  do  know  how  to  spell. 

In  business  correspondence  you  must  be  even  more  meticu¬ 
lous  about  spelling  because  the  letter  you  write  may  go  to 
someone  who  does  not  know  you,  and  who  may  judge  you  by 
your  letter.  If  your  letter  has  spelling  errors  you  may  be 
thought  either  careless  or  ignorant.  Therefore,  be  extremely 
careful  of  your  spelling  in  business  correspondence.  Perhaps 
the  most  important  business  letters  you  may  write  this  year 
are  letters  of  application  or  the  letters  you  write  as  representa¬ 
tive  of  your  school.  All  of  these  letters  should  be  faultless. 
Other  business  letters  you  may  write  or  be  asked  to  write  are 
requests  for  information  or  accommodation.  Be  equally  careful 
with  all  these  kinds  of  business  letters. 

Note  these  correct  forms : 

In  the  Salutation:  Dear  Madam;  Mr.  or  Mrs.;  Miss 

In  the  Complimentary  Closing:  truly;  sincerely;  yours  re¬ 
spectfully. 
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complimentary 

catalogue! 

accommodation 

secretary 

truly 

sincerely 

respectfully 

Madam 

Mr. 

Mrs. 

Miss 

envelope 

reservations 

correspondence  enclosure 

application 

information 

representative 

enclose 

address 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  When  you  write  an  application  for  a  position  you  will  be 
required  to  give  references.  Write  the  names  and  addresses 
of  three  adults  who,  if  you  ask  them,  would  permit  you  to 
use  their  names  as  references. 

2.  Write  the  inside  address  of  a  business  letter  to  Miss - , 

secretary  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  in  the  capital  city  of  your 
province. 

3.  What  part  of  the  business  letter  is  Yours  truly,  called? 
Write  two  other  closings. 

4.  Your  friend,  Jean  (Jack)  Hamilton,  has  gone  to  Halifax  for 
a  visit  and  you  have  mislaid  her  (his)  address.  Write  a  note 
to  Mrs.  Hamilton  asking  her  for  it.  Proof-read  carefully. 

5.  Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  enclose  other  papers  with  a 
business  letter.  What  are  these  papers  called  ? 


For  Extra  Practice 

6.  Write  a  letter  to  the  Hotel  Statler,  New  York,  to  reserve 
accommodation  for  yourself  and  a  friend  during  the  first 
week  of  July.  Read  your  letter  carefully  to  make  sure  you 
have  spelled  every  word  correctly. 

7.  Write  each  of  the  following  sentences,  inserting  words  from 
your  list. 

I  wrote  a  letter  of - for  summer  work. 

Our  class  has  to  send  a  - to  the  athletics  meeting. 
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This  paper  is  too  large  to  fit  the - . 

If  you  look  in  the  catalogue,  you  will  find - about  sizes 

and  prices. 


32.  VERBS  THAT  CONTAIN  THE  SOUND  “SEED” 


The  endings  of  several  verbs  in  our  language  sound  like 
“seed”  and  are  spelled  severally:  -sede,  -ceed,  and  -cede.  The 
ones  ending  in  -ceed  and  -cede  have  all  come  from  the  same 
Latin  verb  cedere,  meaning  to  go,  and  it  is  unfortunate  that 
they  have  not  all  been  given  the  same  spelling  in  our  language. 
Nevertheless,  their  spellings  are  not  difficult  to  learn  if  you 
make  these  three  observations : 


Three  verbs  end  in  -ceed 
exceed,  proceed,  succeed 
The  others  end  in  -cede 

accede,  concede,  precede,  recede 
And  only  one  verb  ends  in  -sede 
supersede 

Since  the  -ceed  and  -cede  verbs  all  came  from  the  same  verb 
meaning  to  go,  it  is  also  very  easy  to  learn  their  meaning: 


exceed : 
proceed : 

succeed : 


accede : 
concede : 
precede : 
recede : 


to  go  beyond — John  never  exceeds  the  speed  limit, 
to  go  forward — Our  plans  are  proceeding  satisfac¬ 
torily. 

originally,  to  go  under — Charles  is  next  to  succeed 
to  the  throne. 

now,  to  accomplish — Will  his  plan  succeed? 

to  go  to — He  acceded  to  their  demands. 

to  go  with — The  candidate  concedes  his  defeat. 

to  go  before — Good  Friday  precedes  Easter. 

to  go  back — The  water  has  receded  a  few  inches. 
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Most  of  these  verbs  have 

nouns  ending  in  - 

cess  or  in  -cession 

Verb 

exceed 

Noun 

excess 

Noun 

Noun 

proceed 

succeed 

accede 

concede 

process 

success 

access 

procession 

succession 

accession 

concession 

recession 

procedure 

recede 

but  precede  -  -  precedence 


exceed 

accede 

succession 

access 

recession 


proceed 

concede 

successful 

accession 

precede 


succeed 

recede 

excess 

procession 

precedence 


supersede 

success 

process 

concession 

procedure 


Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1*  Complete  each  of  the  following  sentences  with  a  word 
related  to  the  one  in  brackets. 

(succeed)  Bill  intends  to  go  to  college  if  he  is _ in  his 

examinations. 

Explosions  followed  in  rapid - . 

- came  at  last  to  Marie  and  Pierre. 

(recede)  Can  you  tell  whether  the  tide  is _ ? 

Prices  are  showing  a - . 

The  speaker  ended  with  a  quotation  from 
Kipling’s - . 

(proceed)  Will  the - pass  through  this  street? 

This - makes  the  material  unshrinkable. 

What - do  you  follow  in  getting  ready  for 

examinations  ? 
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(exceed)  Your  baggage  should  not  - forty  pounds. 

You  will  have  to  pay  for - weight. 

The  price  of  admission  was  not - . 

(precede)  The  explanation  is  given  on  the - page. 

If  there  is  a  shortage  of  tickets, - will  be 

given  to  graduates  of  the  school. 

2.  Look  in  your  dictionary  for  the  meaning  of  supersede. 
Write  answers  to  these  questions,  using  the  word  supersede. 
What  took  the  place  of  horse-and-buggy  as  a  means  of  con¬ 
veyance  ? 

Why  has  there  been  a  decline  in  attendance  at  motion 
pictures  ? 

3.  Write  the  four  words:  accede  access  accession  accessories 
Note  that  the  first  syllable  sounds  like  ak. 

Pronounce  each  of  these  words  to  yourself. 

4.  What  is  the  sound  of  the  second  c? 

Write  three  more  words  that  have  a  hard  c  followed  by  a 
soft  c. 
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....  • 

33.  PEOPLE’S  NAMES 


It  is  courteous  to  use  people’s  names  when  you  speak  to  them. 
It  is  equally  courteous  when  writing  people’s  names  to  spell 
them  correctly. 

You  have  no  doubt  noticed  among  your  classmates  and  other 
acquaintances  that  two  people  may  have  the  same  name  and 
yet  spell  it  differently.  A  family  name  may  be  Gray  or  Grey; 
another  may  be  Reid,  Read,  or  Reade.  A  telephone  directory 
shows  many  variations  in  spelling  of  names.  But  names  are 
personal  possessions,  prized  by  their  owners.  Therefore  when 
you  write  a  name  in  correspondence,  on  a  greeting  card,  in 
minutes  or  other  reports,  it  is  important  that  you  spell  it  as  the 
owner  spells  it. 

Be  sure  to  notice  whether  a  name  is  a  Me  or  a  Mac.  Notice, 
too,  whether  the  following  letter  is  a  capital  as  in  MacDonald. 
Sometimes  it  is  not  a  capital:  Maclean’s  Magazine;  Shake¬ 
speare’s  Macbeth.  Each  of  these  names  is  one  word,  with  Mac 
as  the  first  syllable.  If  you  look  at  the  name  of  the  publisher 
of  this  book,  you  will  see  a  similar  spelling. 

People’s  names  are  made  plural  in  the  same  way  as  other 
nouns:  the  Grays,  the  Crowells,  the  Wests;  the  Joneses,  the 
Jameses.  But  if  the  name  ends  in  y,  do  not  change  the  form  of 
the  word :  the  Currys  live  upstairs ;  the  Hollys  are  our  neigh¬ 
bours. 

Since  you  often  write  names  of  important  people  in  notes, 
reports,  and  examinations,  it  is  wise  to  learn  to  spell  them. 
Your  word  list  in  this  lesson  contains  such  names ;  add  others 
as  you  need  them. 
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E.  J.  Pratt 

Alfred  Bernhard  Nobel 

Philip,  Duke  of  Edinburgh 

Stephen  Leacock 

William  Shakespeare 

Marie  Curie 

Winston  Churchill 

Florence  Nightingale 

Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Write  the  names  of  the  following  people: 

(a)  the  Governor  General  of  Canada 

(b)  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  your  province 

(c)  the  Prime  Minister  of  Canada 

(d)  the  Premier  of  your  province 

(e)  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in  Ottawa 

(f)  the  President  of  the  United  States 

2.  Write  the  names  from  the  list  which  answer  these  questions : 

(a)  What  Canadian  author  wrote  many  amusing  stories? 

(b)  Who  discovered  radium? 

(c)  Who  was  Prime  Minister  of  Britain  during  World 
War  II  ? 

(d)  Who  wrote  the  great  tragedy  Macbeth ? 

(e)  Who  is  leader  of  the  Liberal  Party  in  Ottawa  ? 

(f)  What  great  Canadian  poet  wrote  several  narrative 
poems  ? 

3.  Write  the  names  and  addresses  of  three  of  your  classmates 
as  you  would  write  them  on  an  envelope. 

4.  Write  these  sentences,  using  the  plural  form  of  the  names 
given  below: 

(a)  (Smith)  The - have  invited  us  to  dinner. 

(b)  (Barry)  We  shall  motor  to  Montreal  with  the - . 

(c)  (Lewis)  Do  the - live  on  Philip  Street  ? 

(d)  (Duffy)  Have  you  invited  the - ? 
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5.  Write  the  names  of  the  following: 

(a)  your  favourite  writer 

(b)  the  television  personality  you  like  best 

(c)  three  of  the  Fathers  of  Confederation 

6.  Write  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  royal  family: 

(a)  the  Queen;  (b)  the  Queen’s  husband;  (c)  the  Queen’s 
mother;  (d)  the  Queen’s  sister;  (e)  the  Queen’s  sons;  (f) 
the  Queen’s  daughter. 


34.  PLACE  NAMES 


You  have  often  heard  people  say  that  the  world  is  growing 
smaller.  That  statement,  as  you  know,  is  not  literally  true; 
yet  radio  and  television  bring  far-off  places  near  to  us  and  make 
us  familiar  with  their  names.  In  order  to  write  about  these 
places  for  geography,  history,  and  current  events  reports,  you 
have  to  spell  their  names  correctly.  Certainly  you  are  not  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  able  to  spell  every  geographical  location  that  you 
meet  in  travelogues  or  in  news  summaries.  But  you  should  be 
able  to  spell  correctly  the  names  of  countries  and  cities  that 
are  commonly  known  and  referred  to  in  Canada. 

Has  your  dictionary  a  gazetteer  ?  A  gazetteer  is  a  geographi¬ 
cal  dictionary,  included  as  an  appendix  in  most  large 
dictionaries.  If  your  dictionary  hasn’t  one,  look  inside  your 
classroom  dictionary,  for  you  will  need  a  guide  to  help  you  to 
check  the  spelling  of  place  names. 
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Quite  often  you  will  find  variations  in  the  spellings  of  place 
names.  You  have,  no  doubt,  observed  both  Jugoslavia  and 
Yugoslavia,  Porto  Rico  and  Puerto  Rico,  Reims  and  Rheims: 
the  second  spelling  is  the  more  commonly  used  one  today.  You 
must  remember,  of  course,  that  our  spellings  of  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  are  the  English  or  anglicized  spellings ;  the  name  may  be 
spelled  quite  differently  by  the  people  of  the  country.  We 
write  Japan,  but  the  Japanese  people  call  their  country  Nehon 
or  Nippon.  You  must  use  in  your  spelling  the  form  that  is 
commonly  written  in  Canada  for  the  name  of  a  foreign  country. 

When  you  have  learned  to  spell  the  name  of  a  place,  learn 
also  to  spell  the  name  of  the  people  belonging  to  that  place.  Be 
very  careful  of  the  endings  of  such  names;  especially  of  -an 
and  -ain,  which  sound  alike;  and  of  -ian,  which  sounds  dif¬ 
ferent  because  of  the  letter  -i. 

Be  sure,  too,  that  you  spell  correctly  the  cities  in  your  own 
province  and  the  communities  bordering  your  own  city,  town, 
or  village.  Some  of  these  names  may  be  difficult  for  outsiders 
to  spell,  but  you  should  know  them  because  they  are  your 
neighbours.  Add  to  this  week’s  spelling  list  the  names  of  any 
nearby  communities  or  any  towns  or  cities  in  your  province 
that  you  have  difficulty  in  spelling. 


Alaska 

Belgian 

Belgium 

Australia 

Hungary 

Gibraltar 

Everest 

Czechoslovakia 

Moscow 

West  Indies 

Philippines 

Hiroshima 

Korea 

Egypt 

Puerto  Rico 

Washington 

Florida 

St.  John’s 

Saint  John 

Banff 

Sault  Ste. 

Bethlehem 

Marie 
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Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Complete  the  following  statements  by  adding  the  name  of 
the  people: 

The  people  of  Canada  are  called 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  called 

The  people  of  Belgium  are  called 

The  people  of  Egypt  are  called 

The  people  of  Korea  are  called 

The  people  of  Hungary  are  called 

The  people  of  Japan  are  called 

2.  Put  the  correct  names  from  your  list  in  each  of  these  two 
sentences : 

- is  a  seaport  city  in  New  Brunswick. 

- is  a  harbour  and  the  capital  city  of  Newfoundland. 

3.  Find  place  names  in  your  list  for  the  following.  Write 
sentences  using  each  of  these  place  names. 

the  place  where  Christ  was  born 
the  capital  of  the  United  States 

the  city  that  suffered  the  greatest  tragedy  in  World 
War  II 

the  highest  mountain 
a  national  park  in  Alberta 
the  capital  city  of  Russia 
the  city  popularly  called  The  Soo 
a  town  and  fortress  on  a  rock 
a  group  of  7,100  islands 
a  kingdom  bordering  France 

4.  Plan  a  trip  to  Europe.  Write  a  paragraph  telling  which 
countries  you  will  visit.  Consult  the  gazetteer  for  any 
spellings  that  cause  you  difficulty 
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35.  WORDS  WITH  -able  AND  -ible 


As  your  vocabulary  increases  and  you  add  more  adjectives 
to  it,  you  will  find  that  many  of  them  contain  the  idea  of 
being  able.  Adjectives  of  this  kind  end  in  -able  or  -ible.  For 
example,  a  portable  radio  is  one  that  can  be  carried;  and  a 
legible  signature  is  one  that  can  be  easily  read. 

The  two  endings,  -able  and  -ible,  have  similar  sounds,  but 
they  are  not  entirely  alike : 

able  is  a  b'l 
ible  is  1  b’l 

In  the  second  one,  you  see,  the  sound  is  short  i,  and  you  should 
be  able  to  make  a  distinction  in  the  sounds  of  the  two  endings. 
If  you  learn  words  in  -ible  and  make  the  i  sound  distinctly,  you 
will  find  it  much  easier  to  spell  the  words  because  you  will  not 
be  tempted  to  make  them  sound  as  if  they  end  in  -able. 

Pronounce  these  words,  making  the  sound  of  i  clearly ;  then 
read  the  sentence  and  pay  similar  attention  to  the  word  ending 
in  -ible. 

divisible  (di  vi'  zi  b’l) :  Is  eighty-four  divisible  by  six? 

legible  (le'  ji  b’l):  Is  your  handwriting  legible? 

illegible  (1  le'  ji  b’l):  Mother  says  that  John’s  writing  is  illegible. 

convertible  (con  ver'  ti  b’l) :  My  uncle  has  bought  a  new  convertible. 

permissible  (per  mi'  si  b’l) :  Is  it  not  permissible  to  run  with  the  ball? 

visible  (vi'  zi  b’l) :  The  church  spire  is  visible  from  here. 


divisible 

convertible 

permissible 

visible 

sensible 

flexible 

digestible 

combustible 

incredible 

perceptible 

acceptable 

allowable 

desirable 

dependable 

excusable 

inseparable 

livable 

lovable 

manageable 

noticeable 
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Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Using  the  following  words,  write  sentences  which  will 
clearly  indicate  their  meaning. 

flexible,  visible,  divisible,  permissible,  perceptible, 
convertible,  combustible,  digestible,  sensible. 


2.  Write  the  following  words  and  give  brief  definitions  of  their 
meaning,  e.g.  inseparable — constantly  together. 


1.  excusable 

3.  livable 
5.  acceptable 
7.  lovable 


2.  dependable 

4.  allowable 
6.  noticeable 
8.  desirable 


3.  The  word  incredible  is  an  antonym  of  credible  made  by  pre¬ 
fixing  in-,  and  the  word  inseparable  is  an  antonym  of  separ¬ 
able.  To  which  other  words  in  your  list  can  you  prefix  in¬ 
to  make  antonyms  ?  Check  with  your  dictionary. 

4.  To  which  words  is  -able  added  to  form  the  adjectives  de¬ 
sirable,  lovable,  and  livable? 

Why  was  the  -e  dropped  from  the  words  before  adding  -able  ? 
Why  was  the  -e  retained  in  the  words  manageable  and 
noticeable  ? 


5.  To  each  of  these  phrases  add  the  correct  -able  or  -ible 


ending  ? 

a  notice  — 

—  error 

vis - 

clouds 

an  accept 

-  proposal 

desir  — 

—  companions 

an  excus  - 

-  absence 

a  sens  — 

—  idea 

a  lov - 

baby 

a  depend 

- friend 

an  incred  - 

- number  of  accidents 

digest  — 

—  fats 
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36.  BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  SPELLING 


Throughout  the  lessons  in  your  spellers  you  have  often 
noticed  words  marked  f  indicating  that  they  have  two  spell¬ 
ings.  These  different  spellings  have  come  about  in  many  ways, 
but  perhaps  the  commonest  is  that  people  use  another  spelling. 
If  you  look  in  your  dictionary,  you  will  see  that  the  third 
storey  of  a  building  can  be  spelled  story.  The  dictionary,  of 
course,  records  for  us  the  spelling  that  people  use  and  indicates 
whenever  there  is  more  than  one  spelling. 

Thus  there  is  often  a  difference  between  the  American  and 
British  spelling  of  words,  for  these  are  the  two  countries 
where  there  are  the  largest  numbers  of  people  who  write  the 
English  language.  Canadians  follow  American  usage  in  spelling 
some  words  and  British  usage  in  spelling  others.  For  example, 

we  prefer  to  double  the  end  consonant  of  words  (British) 
although  the  accent  falls  on  the  first  syllable: 
worshipping,  kidnapped,  traveller,  jeweller 

American:  worshiping,  kidnaped,  traveler,  jeweler 

we  prefer  to  make  a  difference  between  verb-noun  homo¬ 
phones  (British) : 


Verb  Noun 

license  licence 

practise  practice 

American :  license  license 

practice  practice 


We  are  divided  in  our  usage  of  the  -or  (American)  and  the 

-our  (British)  ending  in  words  like 
colour  (color)  flavour  (flavor) 
favour  (favor) 
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and  also  in  our  usage  of  the  -er  (American)  and  -re 
(British)  ending  in  words  such  as 
centre  (center)  metre  (meter) 
theatre  (theater) 

We  adopt  short  forms  that  have  been  introduced  by  Ameri¬ 
cans  in  preference  to  the  longer  British 
spellings 

ax  (axe)  program  (programme) 
story  (storey) 

Even  check  (cheque)  and  catalog  (catalogue)  are  becoming 
widespread  in  Canadian  writing. 


Practise  Correct  Spelling 

1.  Find  a  second  spelling  for  each  of  the  following  words.  These 
are  to  be  found  in  the  text  of  your  lesson. 


ax 

favor 

program 

color 

flavor 

theater 

center 

jeweler 

traveler 

catalog 

kidnaped 

story 

check 

meter 

worshiping 

Find  a  second  spelling  for  each  of  the  following  words.  As 

these  are  not  in  the  text  of  your  lesson,  you  should  consult 
your  dictionary: 

adviser 

jail 

skillful 

gypsy 

fiber 

airplane 

medieval 

labor 

encyclopedia 

odor 

gauge 

endorse 

humor 

caracul 

calliper 

calk 
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LISTS  OF  WORDS  AND  ABBREVIATIONS  USED 


fUsed  to  indicate  the  alternate  spelling  of  a  word. 


A.A.A. 

almonds 

absorption 

alphabet 

accede 

altar 

accept 

alter 

acceptable 

always 

accepted 

American 

access 

analyses 

accession 

analysis 

accessories 

angry 

accidental 

anon. 

accidentally 

anonymous 

accommodation 

antecedent 

accompanied 

antibiotics 

achieve 

anybody 

achievement 

anyhow 

acquire 

anyone 

across 

anything 

address 

anyway 

adjective 

anywhere 

admittance 

apostrophe 

admitted 

application 

admitting 

appreciate 

adolescence 

appreciative 

adolescents 

aren’t 

advancing 

Argentina 

advice 

argument 

advise 

artery 

affect 

ascend 

aging 

assembled 

aisle 

assets 

Alaska 

athlete 

allowable 

athletic 

all  right 

Australia 

author 

capital 

available 

capital  letters 

awkward 

CARE 

ax 

careen 

axef 

career 

bacteria 

careful 

balloon 

careless 

Banff 

carelessness 

battlements 

cargoes 

B.D. 

carrying 

beginning 

catalog! 

Belgian 

catalogue 

Belgium 

cathedral 

belief 

Caucasian 

beliefs 

cavities 

believe 

cavity 

Bethlehem 

CBC 

biscuits 

C.B.E. 

brake 

ceiling 

break 

center 

breath 

centre! 

breathe 

certificate 

briefs 

challenge 

British 

challenging 

broadly 

check 

brother-in-law 

cheque! 

buried 

chiefs 

burst 

choose 

business 

choosing 

by-election 

chosen 

byword 

Churchill,  Sir 

campaign 

Winston 

Canadian 

C.I.O. 
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circuit 

cupful 

duet 

ex-mayor 

circulation 

cupfuls 

echoes 

experience 

climax 

Curie,  Marie 

Edinburgh, 

experiment 

climaxes 

curiosity 

Duke  of 

familiar 

cloth 

Czechoslovakia  effect 

fancied 

clothe 

damage 

Egypt 

fascinate 

clothes 

data 

election 

favorf 

college 

debit 

electricity 

favour 

collegiate 

definitely 

embarrass 

fawn 

colorf 

definition 

embarrassed 

F.B.I. 

colour 

departure 

embarrassing 

February 

combustible 

dependable 

employment 

fed. 

commission 

descend 

enclose 

fiery 

committee 

description 

enclosure 

financial 

commonwealth  desirable 

English 

financier 

compelled 

develop 

grammar 

flavorf 

compelling 

device 

English 

flavour 

complimentary  devise 

literature 

flexible 

concede 

difference 

entertaining 

flies 

concession 

different 

envelope 

Florida 

conjunction 

digestible 

E.S.T. 

foliage 

connection 

dilapidated 

Everest 

foremost 

continent 

dining-room 

everybody 

forth 

continuous 

disappoint 

everyone 

fourth 

contraction 

discipline 

everywhere 

friendship 

convener 

discount 

exaggerated 

fulfil 

convertible 

discoveries 

exceed 

gaily 

co-operate 

disregarded 

except 

geography 

corpuscles 

divide 

excepted 

getting 

correspondence  dividend 

exception 

ghastly 

couldn’t 

divine 

exceptionally 

ghost 

courageous 

divisible 

excess 

Gibraltar 

credit 

division 

excitement 

gladness 

credited 

doesn’t 

exciting 

gnarled 

crept 

drunken 

exclamation 

governor 

crickets 

drunkenness 

excusable 

general 

cried 

Duchess  of 

exercise 

grammar 

crisis 

Kent 

exhaust 

gratitude 
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Great  Britain 

grievous 

groceries 

guardian 

guidance 

gurgle 

gymnasium 

haemorrhage 

happened 

happening 

hasn’t 

haven’t 

hazard 

height 

heights 

hemorrhage! 

Henry  VIII  . 

hers 

herself 

himself 

Hiroshima 

his 

honesty 

however 

h.p. 

H.Q. 

Hudson,  Henry 

huge 

Hungary 

hungry 

identified 

illegible 

immediately 

impatient 

incorrect 

incredible 

indefinite 

independent 


inflammable 

information 

inhuman 

inseparable 

insignificant 

installment! 

instalment 

interest 

interesting 

interfere 

inter¬ 

scholastic 

introduction 

irresponsible 

isle 

its 

it’s 

jagged 

jeweler  f 

jeweller 

kidnapedf 

kidnapped 

knelt 

knife 

knot 

Korea 

laboratory 

laid 

lb. 

Leacock, 

Stephen 

legible 

leisure 

licence 

license 

lieutenant- 

governor 

lighten 


lightening 
lightning 
lilies 
livable 
lively 
lonely 
loose 
lose 
losing 
lovable 
lovely 
loyalty 
Madam 
magnificent 
manageable 
management 
marshmallow 
marvellousf 
marvelous 
mathematics 
maybe 
mdse, 
meanness 
meanwhile 
measurement 
medicine 
meter! 
metre 

mischievous 
Miss 

missionaries 
misspell 
misspent 
misunderstand 
modified 
modifies 
modifying 
moral 


morale 

mortgage 

Moscow 

mosquitoes 

mountains 

Mr. 

Mrs. 

murmur 

muscles 

myself 

mysteries 

mysterious 

mystery 

natural 

Negroes 

neighborly! 

neighbourly 

niece 

nieces 

Nightingale, 

Florence 

ninety-eight 

no. 

Nobel,  Alfred 

nobody 

nominative 

no  one 

nothing 

noticeable 

nowadays 

nuisance 

numb 

nutrition 

occasion 

occasional 

occasionally 

occur 

occurrence 
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occurring 

pianos 

of 

picture 

off 

pieces 

omitted 

pitcher 

one  fifth 

planned 

oneself 

pole 

opportunities 

political 

opportunity 

poll 

orchard 

pop. 

ours 

popularity 

ourselves 

possess 

pageant 

possession 

paragraph 

possessive 

parentheses 

postscript 

parliament 

posture 

parliamentary 

potato 

participle 

practice 

passer-by 

practise 

pastime 

Pratt,  E.  J. 

patience 

precede 

patients 

precedence 

per  cent 

prefer 

perceptible 

preferred 

perform 

prepaid 

perimeter 

preposition 

permissible 

presence 

permission 

presents 

personal 

preside 

perspiration 

principal 

perspire 

principle 

phenomena 

prism 

phenomenon 

privileges 

Philip 

probably 

Philippines 

procedure 

physical 

procedures 

physical 

proceed 

education 

process 

physically 

procession 

profession 
professor 
profitable 
profited 
program  f 
programme 
pronoun 
pronunciation 
Protestant 
Psalms  of 
David 

Puerto  Rico 
Q.C. 
quickly 
quiet 
quite 
quitting 
quota 
raccoon 
radios 
really 
rebellion 
recede 
receipt 
receive 
receiver 
recession 
recognize 
recommend 
recommenda¬ 
tion 
reddish 
reference 
referred 
regard 
relief 
relieve 


religious 

remember 

Remembrance 

Day 

representative 

reservations 

residence 

residents 

respectfully 

responsible 

restaurant 

rhyme 

rhythm 

role 

roll 

Roman 
Catholic 
roofs 
route 
royalties 
royalty 
rubies 
rural  route 
Saint  John 
sandwich 
Santa  Claus 
Saturday 
Sault  Ste. 

Marie 

scared 

scissors 

secretary 

seize 

self-respect 

sensible 

sentinel 

sergeant-at- 

arms 
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serial 

series 

serviceable 

Shakespeare, 

William 

SHAPE 

shining 

siege 

silhouette 

similar 

similarities 

similarity 

sincerely 

sinful 

sixty-fourth 

snapped 

social  studies 

somebody 

somehow 

someone 

something 

sometimes 

somewhat 

somewhere 

sovereign 

sovereignty 

S.P.C.A. 

species 

specimen 

speech 

speeches 

speechless 

squatted 

statistics 

St.  John’s 

stoppage 


storeyf 

story 

straight 

strata 

stratum 

strictly 

studied 

studies 

studying 

succeed 

success 

successful 

succession 

sudden 

suddenness 

supersede 

suppose 

surprise 

surveyed 

swimming 

taking 

tbs. 

television 

temperature 

than 

theater! 

theatre 

their 

theirs 

themselves 

then 

there 

these 

they’re 

thorough 

thoroughly 


those 

thoughtful 

threshold 

through 

throughout 

thrust 

tied 

to 

too 

tornadoes 

torpedoes 

tragedy 

tragic 

travelerf 

traveller 

tries 

truly 

tsp. 

two 

unconscious 

UNESCO 

UNICEF 

unidentified 

unnatural 

unnoticed 

using 

valleys 

value 

variety 

vein 

vibration 

vigorous 

village 

visible 

volley 

Washington 


wasn’t 

watches 

weather 

weight 

weird 

were 

weren’t 

West  Indies 

whatever 

whenever 

whereas 

wherever 

whether 

which 

whichever 

whipped 

WHO 

whoever 

whomever 

windshield 

witch 

woman 

women 

won’t 

worrying 

worshiping! 

worshipping 

wouldn’t 

writer 

written 

X-ray 

your 

you’re 

yours 

yourself 

yourselves 
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